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or -at leaſt have leſs diſpleaſed our Neonomians, as they are lately named, I 
but as truly and” juſtly Semilocinians, as the antient Church, and. all 'Y 
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Every Chriſtian, .much more every Miniſter # ſet for the defence of the 


ziry Doctrine and Reputation would be angrily reflected on, As to. the © 
laſt, though I'valne it, and believe I ought to do ſo, yet I cantruly.ſay 


ice of "the Iabouring Truth of God had their weight with me. My, 


be-valued, ſave only ſo gh # it may be of ſervice- unto Chriſt.; -and 
if. he have any ufe to make of it, he- will preſerve is while I walk, before - 


75 not entring into contention ; eſpecially when ſome abandon it, and 
-others indeavonr to wreſt it from us : And there is a contending, and Ws 
that earneſtly, for the Faith: once aelivered to the Saints, which is 1a - = 


. reſt, and the wicked ceaſe from troubling; the thoughts whereof 1 con- 
-feſs are ſweeter to me, becauſe I have very ſadning apprehenſions of tbe 


. of the riſing Generation, not among Conformiſts only* but Diſſenters al 
| | ! 4 
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Tote READER. 


* Muſt acknowledge that when T was called to Preach in that Audi- 
ence where theſe Sermons were delivered, I had ſome Debates rolling 
in my Mind what kind of Subjett ] ſhould pitch upon, There 
were enow- offered to my Thoughts wherein I might have more gratified, 


| 


Poſterity ſince, hath called the off-ſpring of Pelagius his Hereſie. Semi- 
Pelagians. But I ſaw with grief and deteſt ation the Bleſſed Goſpel-of 
our Salvation craftily and inſolently aſſaulted by them in the very. Vitals 
and Enndamentals of it. In publico diſcrimine omnits homo miles eſt, 


Goſpel, eſpecially at ſuch a time when the Truth labours under guilcfal So . 
and impetuous oppoſition. 1 doubted my Quiet would be attempted, and _ 
convictions, that Fought to ſacrifice both.that and my Quiet to the ſer- 
Heart hath'been long fixed in this Principle, that Reputation 15 littl*, to 
him in Integrity. With him I have thus left it, and having ſo done 
my Heart 1s ſecure-and at reft about it. As to my Quiet, 1 confeſs ,1 
do prize and. love it, as remembring Prov. 17. 14. and 18,6. but: t0 


Maintain and Preach that Precious and Saving Truth which ;the 
Churches of Chriſt have been in poſſeſſion of - ever ſince the Reformation, 


Duty. Beſides:T am not far from that place, where, the weary are at 


portendency of that apoſt aſte from the Truth which hath invaded jo _ 
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As to my Quiet I have this relief, that it is not in the power 'of any 
mortal to interrupt or diſturb my inward compoſedneſs of Spirit, or to 
lay me under any law of unquietneſs within my ſelf. .. I know and am 
aſſured, that a due tara of Faith, Meekneſs, Self-denyedneſs, and 
ſuch liks Graces, will eſtabliſh my Heart in a juſt and holy unconcerned- 
neſs, though ſuch repreſentations ſhould ſtill be made of me for theſe 
Sermons ſake, as to fill my. Friends in other Lands, to whom I am 
known, ' with trouble and conſternation. I uſe the very words of a Letter 
wherein 1 am informed that ſuch Reports have been ſent even ſo far. 
As tothe Doftrine delivered in theſe Sermons, it hath been of uſe to 
me for the airettion and guidance of my Heart in tra»ſatting with God. 
about Pardon and Acceptance to Eternal Life. T hope it may be fo unto 
others. My Hope, 'my Life, my Salvation, my All is therein. I have 
not delivered any thing but what I know and am aſſured is according to. 
the Eternal Truth of God, and wherein I have going before me 4s great. 
Lights as any that God in theſe latter Ages hath ſet up in his Church, 
How little, or rather nothing, I have varied in what. is Printed from 
what was delivered in Preaching, I-muft; leave to thoſe that ſhall read. 
and did hear them. I have heaxg of 88&Paſſages that have been taxed: 
Of them therefore T have in a-ſRogFfeript given. a further account. 
As to the Publiſhing of themin FRint, if the Doftrine delivered-an. 
them be the Truth of God (as I believe it 15) 1 need not make any" Ap 
-; logy.. Many that now me know my backwardneſs to appear n. Prin 


»,F 


Nevertheleſs in thus Publiſhing theſe Sermons my Heart condemns me. 
70t ;, knowing that I have therein only indeavoured; to communicate in 4 
more diffuſive and induring way that Truth, the Faith whereof - I have 
received, and wherein I have many Tears lived, and in which. I hope and. 
am perſwaged I ſhall dye ;, and which it is of concernment to bave pre-, 
ſerved and propagated. The Bleſſing of him whoſe Truth it 1s, 00 


along therewith. 


London, this 14th of. the Nath- | Mather, ; 
2d Month, 1694. | : ws | 
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R OM. 3. 22: 


Even the Righteouſneſs of God which is by 
Faith 'of Feſms Gbrift, umo all, and upon 
all them that believe ; for there is no diffe- 
rence. 


A 


Jl N the firſt five Chapters of this Epiſtle, the Apoſtle 
W ſets himſelf to declare and clear up the great DoQtrine 
of Juſtification. And he firſt ſpeaks to it Negatively, 
apt 5, and evincing, that-by the deeds of the Law there 
{ball no Fleſh be juſtified in the fight of God; which is the con- 
cluſion/and ſum of all his foregoing Diſcourſe, as you may ſee 
at the 2oth, Verſe of this Chapter. Having made out that 
neither Jew nor Gentile can ever 'be juſtified by the Deeds of 
the Law, he declares affirmatively in the Verſe before the - 
Text, and ſo onward, how .it is then that men maybe. - 5 
Juſtified : and he ſhews that it is by the righteouſneſs of. God  - © -* 
manifeſted without the Law, yet witneſſed to 7, the Law and by : 
the prophets, that is, by the Books of Moſes and the reſt of '- 
the Old Teſtament. But how come men to be juſtified by this 
Righteouſneſs manifeſted without the Law, and thus wit=-58 
nefſed unto ? This the Apoſtle declares in the words of the: 4; 
Text, telling 'us that this righteouſneſs is through faith upon 
| all that beleeve, and that without difference. © 
There is no need--1n order to- what I intend, to ſay any © -? 
thing for explaining of the weaning of any/of the words of RY 
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them is plain and obvious and it 1s this. 


DoArine, T "Wh is 4 righteualunf of God which throagh fairh 
of Jeſus Chriſt # without aifference #nto all ind upon all 
who believe. 


Here 'are theſe ſix things which offer themſelves to be 
{ſpoken unto, for clearing this DoEtrine, and. making way 
for the Application of it. | 


Feouſneſs of God ? 

2. Flow ts it upon thoſe that believe ? 

3. What is the meaning and import here of that Expreſſion, 
without Difference. 
.. What « this Faith of Teſws Chriſt, and why 6 i it ſorcalled 2 

% What reference hss- Faith unto this Righreos/mde being 
unto andiupon Believers. 

"76. How comes all this about, and whence is it, that theta: p 

. this Righteouſneſs provided, aud that it js  throagh Fairh 
209 All. without Aſference which believe. 


Righreouſwel of God? 
Anſw. To have this matter rightly Rated in our thoughts 
- 35 very uſeful and needful both for the direction, guiding: afd 
fixing of our Faith toits proper Object in 1ts acting and exer- 
.ciſe, and alſo for the eſtabliſhing of our Minds in the Truth 
of God in this Point, leſt darkneſs and miſtakes herein ſhould 
.occaſion our ſtumbling and the overturning of our Faith. 1 
ſhall therefore proceed ſtep by ſtep; and deliver my. ſelf a- 
+bout it in five Propoſitions, in which, put together, I ſhall 
ob a, Clear ang juft. Rating: and. declaration . of -this 


Y - w "ite Text, The Do&rine which I deſign 1 to Rue to from 


1, What Righteouſneſs is this, and why ts it called the Righ- 


HY i. W, bat Righteouſneſs 6 this, and ks is ih called the 
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this Rightcouſneſs may be faid to be ours. 


Propoſition :T. This Ragbreon neſs is the Righteouſneſs 
Chriſt, ana. not our own. $0 aſe Apoftle uſett arg 


 preſſions ſetting our own Righteouſneſs in ſs to this 


Righteouſneſs, Phil. 3. 9. though there beg SY wherein ' , 


is the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt, I mean, it is the*Byghteoul: | 
neſs whereof Chriſt is the original, firſt and native* ubjeRt ; 

it is the Righteouſneſs which he brought in, as the word is, 
Dan. 9. 24. a Phraſe taken from the Old Teſtament Ordis 
nance wherein it was commanded that the Prieſt ſhould 


carry the Blood of the Sacrifice which was ſhed at the Altar- I 
| of Braſs without the "Tabernacle, into the Holy of Holes, = 


and there preſent it unto God. 
And this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is juſtly called the Righ- 


 teouſneſs of God, both becaule it is a Righteouſneſs of Gods 


ordaining and providing, or deviſing, as her word is, rt 


- of this very thing, 2 Sam. 14. 14. and alſo becauſe Chri 


whoſe it is primitively and originally, is by Nature God 'over 


all bleſſed for ever, And I think the Apoſtle delights to {et 
forth this Righteouſneſs by that Epithet, that it is Gods, and 


of God, the more to commend it to our Conſciences and _ 
Hearts, as that which beyond all compariſon is to be. pre- 


ferred before, and rather choſen by us to ſtand in, than that 


: Righteouſneſs which he calls our own. 


The beſt of our own Righteouſneſs is inherent in.us, or... 


wrought out by us, we are the original Subjects of it, though 


it be in us from God, and by his Grace. But this Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt as it is called the Righteouſneſs of God in 


another Senſe, and.on another,ground than our own Righte-' - 2 


ouſneſs can be faid to be Gods, or of him ; ſo this Phraſe 1s 


uſed of it for this end, namely to denote ſuch a tranſcendent. . = 
Excellency in it, (it 1s an uſual Hebraiſm, to add the Epithet '-$ 


of God, to ſet forth a {urpaſſingnets in things, thus we read. 


af the Wr eſtlings of Goa, the Mountains of Goa, "the Cedars © 2 
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| (4) 
of God) that in compariſon of, and in competition with this: 
Righteouſneſs, the Righteouſneſs of Men and Angels is to 
be deſpiſed and abhorred by us. TY 


Now that this Righteouſneſs.in the Text is the Righte- vH 
ouſneſs of Chriſt,all the Circumſtances of the Text do evince, Jy 
every thing which 1s here ſaid of this Righteouſneſs, agree © 
ing to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt which is brought in by 
ium for us.It is a Righteouſneſs of Godyit 15 manifeſted with- 1 
out the Law; for the Law that is the Covenant of Works tells 
us nothing of 1t, yet 1t 15 witneſſed unto by the Law and the 
Prophets, and though it was heard of in the Old Teftament 
times, yet it was veiled under many ſhadows then ; but: 
now in the days of the New Teſtament: it is very. clearly: 
revealed and manifeſted. Tt is a Righteouſneſs whictr is unto. 
all and upon all without difterence who. do believe, and the: 
way of its being on them is through Faith, It is that Righ- 
teouſneſs in which we ſtand juſtified - freely of Grace, it is- 
that Righteouſneſs which contains a price of: Redemption, 
and which hath Propitiation or Atonement in it, and where-. 

_ of the Blood of Chriſt 1s a part ; all which are true of the: 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt and of no other.; . and laſtly, it is 

: iter the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt or our own; the-Scripture 

-- mentions no other Righteouſneſs that is upon- us but one of 

theſe. But it is not our own. Righreouſneſs, for- our own _ 

Righteouſneſs conſiſting in our Conformity to - the Law, 

' that being to.us the Rule of Righteouſneſs, we ſhould then 
be juſtified by the deeds. of the Law, which the Apoſtle here: 


tells. us no. Fleſh ſhall, for by the Law is, the. knowledge. of: 
" | . 


F 


_ Propoſition II; This Righteouſnejs of Chriſt which through: 
Faith is upon all that believe, is the Mediatory Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, viz. That Righteouſneſs which-he as Mediatorxdoth . 

- bring in for us and preſent unto God, and therefore in which.. 
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HEE? he aQts as Mediator: between God and us. -T mention-this be- 
; cauſe I would ſet by and ſeclude the- Eſſential Righteonſneſs 
ns of Chriſt from being any part of this Righteouſneſs which 
GY is- upon: us by Faith. By 'his Eſſential Righteouſneſs, 3 
wy mean that perfection of the Divine Nature which we com- b 
= monly do.alſo call Holineſs and Juſtice; and this belongs to I 
EA: Chriſt as he is God co-equal with the Father and the Holy 
+ Ghoſt, being one of the bleſſed Perfetions of the Divine 
Eſſence. But this:Righteouſneſs cannot be ſaid to be upon 
us through Faith : For then we might be ſaid to.be juſtified 
. by.the Righteouſneſs of the Father and of the Holy Ghoſt as 
we are by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Atonement or Re- 
TP. conciliation with . God 1s not made for us by this Effential 
Bol] Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor 1s it brought 1n before God for 
-4Þ:, us, nor are we ſaid to have.it, nor do we ſtand accepted in 
it, nor 1s it imputed to us, all which the Scripture ſpeaks of 
this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in«the Text. TI conclude there-. 
fore, it not being the . Eſſential Righteouſneſs of Chriſt as 
God, it is his Mediatorial Righteouſneſs, that Righteouſneſs 
which Chriſt as Mediator, and by: Virtue of his being clothed: 
with that Office, doth bring in before God-for us. 


\ % 
a} 


Propoſition -IIT; Tt 7s : that part of Chriſts Meatatoriat 
Righteouſneſs which belongs to his Prieſtly Office, and is brought 

in by him as a Prieſh,. Chriſt 1s Righteous as -a Prophet, and” 
asa King, and.that for us, that is, for our'good and benefit : 

But, this Righteouſneſs of his 4n. the. Adminiſtration of theſe: 

his Offices, is not. the Righteouſneſs --here ſpoken of'; for it- 
 15.not unto and: upon Believers, that is, it is not imputed to-. 
> +. them, nor is.it. upon..them through Faith. Chriſt admini-- 
Yo ſters his Prophetical Office righteouſly, namely. according 
"a" to the Law thereof, the command” given him-by his Father. . 
bes He diſcovers. to us what he hath ſeen with, and recetved': 
of. his . Father. for. that end: So. he. did : when:: ad. i 
| 514 & ” 
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- Tudgments which he executeth on his Enemies, and for his 
People, are Holy and Juſt, and he is True and Righteous in 
exccuting of them, But this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in his, 
=  Adminiſtring his: Prophetical and Kingly Offices is not the 
EF. KRighteouſneſs which here in the. Text 1s {aid to be upon us. 
> For 1n his Prophetical and Kingly Adminiſtration he aQs 
= from God towards ws, but in bringing in this Righteouſneſs 
-_ which is upon us, through Faith, and wherein we ftand ju- 
> FRified, he aQts 7owards God for as, which is the proper work 
= of his Pricitly-Office,: as the Apoſtle expreſly declares and _ 


Jud his judgments juſt. Rev. 16. 34.and 16. 5, 7. The 
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Some there are who ſay, That the Righreouſneſs of Chriſt 
* which is upon us through Faith 1s his Mediatorial, Righte- 
= oufneſs; but either they therein do mean the Righteouſneſs 
> Which as a Prieſt he brings in before God for us, or it is too 
. wide an Expreſhion-: None that I know of but Socinians or 
© Sexiſocinians (who do really deny the Imputation of Chriſt*s 
> Righteouſneſs to us, though they ſeem in words ſometimes 
wn it) do ſpeak of the Imputation to us of any part of the 
: Rig teouſneſs of Chriſt's Adminiſtring his Propherical or 
& __Forthe famereaſon for which I limit this Righteouſneſs 
= which IS. upon us through Faithito the Righteouſneſs brought 
Chriſt 
(taken 
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(takenprecifely as abſtrated from" the' Condition that/at 
tended it: allxtie days sf his frailty' is aot- a part of this-Righ' 
reouſneſs,” Tfany willneeds' ex}-it a part of his Righteauf 
neſs; inaſtniack asherhevein did accordingto the WH of His 
Father and according-tohis own undertaking, I would nat 
_much'contend withtherfi; thoughthe Expreſhon be both'un- 
accurate and in{naring. But I can by: no means grant it "tp 
be a part of this Righteouſneſs. - For it 15 no part of the Hu- 
miliatiow of Obriſt;'or of his'Satisfa&ion, or 6f his Obedience 
_ tothe precept' of the Moral Law; not of this Humiliation, 
(by his Himiliation,'T mean that Abaſed State of Chrift 
which iscontradiſtinguiſh'd and oppoſed to his Exaltation) 
for his Humiliztion-was' of the” Whole Perſon in both Na- 
tires; and the-groynd' Fit was our Sins being wpon him as 
-our” Surety |, and ally'd m Blood -to us, and all the while 
he was in/a State of Humiliation he was under the. Curſe. 
But certainly Chriſt! is not now under the Curſe, and yet he 
doth now dwel-in our! Nature in his State of Exaltation; 
Nor 45 Chri Ps Tacarnati6n a' part of his Satisfaction; For 
'Sarisfa@tiof; to Tpeak properly, 1s made to the Juſtice of God, 
andthe Demands thereof, by Vertue of the Moral Law, and 
- nor meetly. tothe Juſt and Righteous Will of God the-T:aw- 
piver." ShtisfaQion is a repaying and making amends for 
 Wrojie dofie, and'not barely a pleaſing of the Will and Min - 
of him to whom SatisfafQtion is made,and thence Satisfaction: is. 
- theFruir and Efe&'of Puniſhment. But Chriſts dwelling 1m. 
our Nature's no þ8ft of the Puniſhment of Sin;” for” then/rhe 
Divitie Nature only is puniſhed, and not the: Humane at alt, 
nor the Perſon. Beſides, it may as juſtly be {aid to bea part 
\.of his Exaltation as of his Humiliation ; for the- Humane Na- 


|, -- ture ſubfiſting in Perſonal Union with the Divine, hath an 
6... Higher and better ſubſiſtence thenany it could have” had in 
4. -ſubfiſting by it ſeIf, Nor Laſtly, 1s it apart of his Qbedience 
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hePrecept ofthe Moral Law, ::For.the Law took-not hold 
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upon him, he was not ; under it before ' his Incarnation, and 
therefore could not be bound by it to become Incarnate. For 
theſe and ſuch like reaſons,Divines of very.Suba& and Accu- 
rate Judgments have d&hyed the Aſſumption of the; Humane 
Nature to be any partf9f the Satigaftion or Humiliation of 
Chriſt. So Bradſhaw of Juſt if. ch, 19, Set. 7. and Ames Med. 
Theol. l. 1.c. 20. Set. 4. $ f bat | 

And I do the rather noteit, and defire it may, be obſery?d 
and taken in by you, becauſe ſome, who have Jookt-upon 
Chriſt's Incarnation as a part of his 'Humiliation, have alſo 
deny'd any other manner of Imputation of his Righteouſneſs 


than what agrees to, and may be affirmed of his Incarnation ; 


Namely, that it is for our behoof and benefit., and; that the 
Effets and Fruits of it are communicated to! us,; but his 
Righteouſneſs it {elf is not upon us according to them; and is 
not imputed to us at all. I will :flue this point thus, which alſo 
further clears it up. There is a difference in the Nature of the 
things, and diſtinction therefore to be made.in- our thoughts, 
between the Incarnation of Chriſt,and the Condition .or Form 
of a Servant, in which he did come and appear in our Fleſh 
from the firlt moment of his aſſuming it itihe enter*d on his 
eſtate of his Exaltation. The aſſuming of. our Nature was an 
AQ of Love and Grace to us ward,and great Condeſcenſion in 
the Son of God, and it belongs to the Conſtitution of his Per- 
Jonas he now 1s, and is one thing wherein conliſts his Fitneſs 
for that work of Mediation,to which he was called,and which 
he had undertaken ; But his ſubjection to. the Law , and his 
fulfilling it in the form of a Servant is that Righteouſneſs 
.brought in by him for us, which is upon us through Faith. 


Propoſition, IV. Among the performances of Chriſt as 4 
Prieſt, this Righteouſneſs is his Sponſory, Fige-juſſory, or. Sure- 
tifhip Righteouſneſs, viz. That Righ. eouſneſs, which as our Sare- 
ty, he was obligedto bring in for as, and aid ſo, T do Hap ring 
| h Own 
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_ downand confine this Aprontns of Chriſt which is 

upon us, unto his Suretiſhip-righteouſnefs, ( which is 
ſomewhat narrower than the whole of Chriſts perform- 
ances as a Prieſt) becauſe there are ſome things which 
Chriſt did as a Prieſt, which yet cannot be faid to be 
any part of this righteouſneſs which 1s upon us. As for 
inſtance, Chrilt paſſed through all thoſe viſible lower 
Heavens, Heb. 4. 14. and aſcended far above them al), 
Eph. 4. 106. and this he did as a Prieſt, (though not only 
asa Prieſt) for it was prefigured and foretold by the 
Priefis going daily from the Altar of Braſs which ſtood 
without the Temple, up unto the Altar of Gold for In- 
cenſe, which ſtood within the Sanctuary before the Vayl, 
and by the High Prieſts going once a year 1n the great 
day off Atonement, up from the Brazen Altar before the 
door with the Blood of his -Sacrifice, and with Incenſe 
alſo into the Holy of Holies unto the Mercy-Seat. But 
Chriſts Aſcenſion or going to Heaven 1s not a part of this 
righteouſneſs, nor upon us through Faith, as this righte- 
ouſnels 1s. 

Again, a give another inſtance) Chriſt doth 7izterceae, 
and in his ſo dping he fulfils the Law of his Prieſtly Office ; 
For it was Typitzed by the Prieſts offering up Incenſe, 
and by his bearing the Names of the Twelve Tribes on 
his Shoulders, and on his Breaſt-plate, But the Interceſ- 
ſion of Chriſt cannot be ſaid to be any part of this righte- 
ouſneſs which is here {aid to be upon us. Though it be 
of precious and effettual avail for us,and doth procure -all 
our ſaving Mercies, yet it 1s not imputed to us, it is no 
part of his ob" 16 Sin Wha which he hath brought 
in for us before God. LEE. | : 


Propoſition V. This Suretiſhip-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
which is through Faith upon Believers, 1s his perfet# Confor- 
;ehe fd C 


mity 
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 mity to the Moral Law in all that which the Tuſtice of God 
did by wirtae thereof demand in behalf of the Ele from Chriſt 
as their Surety ; that they might not onely ina way of Grace, 
6 but in a way of Fuſtice,-be brought to that Eternal Bleſſedneſs 
- _ * and Glory whereto God in bis infinite love had appointed 
| - x Sy 
The ground of Chriſts bringing in this righteouſneſs, 
is his being our Szrety : So he is made by God the Father, 


God and him was he conſtituted a Swrety. So he is called 
exprefly, Heb. 7. 22. and the thing wherein Saretiſhip 
doth conſiſt, is abundantly affirmed of him in the Scrip- 
ture. Some indeed who would not be accounted Soc:- 
bp »ians, Wrangle againſt and rejeQt this Counſel of God 
| againſt themſelves, and thence would have it underſtood 
| | either metaphorically, So Tram. gr. propit. pag. 88, 100. 
or of his being Gods Surety to ws, to aſſure to us his per- 
formance of his Promiles, See My. B: Script. Goſp. def. p. 
76, 78. But the thing 1s plain. He who is obliged to- 
- pay anothers Debt, or any part of it, 1s praperly and in 
fritneſs his Surety. Now fo it is berween Chriſt and us, 
he was obliged to pay our Debt, and hath done it accord- 
ingly. His name was put in, into the original bond, in 
which we by the Law and Covenant of our creation were 
bound. Herein as. God hath in his Infinite Love and 
Grace conſulted well for us, ſo he hath acted according 
to. his own bleſſed Supremacy, and adorable Wiſdom, 
without any the laſt impeachment of his Juſtice or his 
Truth in his Law. For though the Law name onely us, 
and do directly, firſtly and immediately bind us as the 
principal Debtors, yet God in ſubſtituting his Son to be 
our Surety, doth not in the leaſt recede from his own. 


and by his own undertaking ; in that Covenant between . 


Truth, or from the equity and juftice of the Law. For 
a$.in ContraQts between man and man, the end and intend-. 
EE ' ment: 
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ment is that the deht be paid, whether by the original 
Debtor himſelf who-contratted. it, or by another for im, 
it is all one as to the rights of the Creditor, they are juſtly 
preſerved and provided for either way. So it is here. 
The higheſt end and main intendment of the Law is the 
preſerving and ſecuring unto God the honour of his Su- 
premacy, Wildom, Holineſs and Juſtice. And this is 
not departed from but provided for and purſued (and thar 
with much advantage unto Gods glory as well as our 
good) 1n his conſtituting Chrift our Surety. And there- 
fore in Gods calling Chriſt unto the work of bringing in- 
this righteouſneſs for us, he doth neither revoke nor make 
void the Law, nor recede from his own immutable Truth 
and Holineſs ſhining in it, but eſtabliſheth it, as the A- 
poſtle declares, Rom. 3. 25, 26, 31. : 
*he rule of this righteouſneſs, by which it 1s meaſured, 
is the Moral Law, and the demands of the Juſtice of God 
in our behalf according to it : Hence, God by this righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt doth magnifie his Law and make it Hon: 
ourable, as Iſa. 42. 21. WhenlT ſay the Moral Law is the 
rule of this righteouſneſs of Chrift, T would not be un- 
derftood as excluding his obſerving the Ceremonial Orad;- 
ances from being a. part of his Righteouſneſs. Tt is of 
Moral Obligation that the poſitive Ordinances of God 
{ſhould be obſerved, and Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks of his ob- 
ſerving that poſitive Ordinance of Baptiſm, as a thing that 
was incumbents on him, that he might fulfill all righteouf- 
nels, Matth, 2. 15, 

The end of this Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs of Chriſt is, 
with reference to'us, that we might ; and its attamment 
is that we muſt and ſhall be brought in-a way wherein 
Juſtice as well as Grace is glorified unto: that bleſledneſs 
to which God 1n his Infinite Love hath fore-appointed us. 


= Hence it appears that EleCting Love. 1s not the effect or 


C 2 | Fruit 
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fruit of this righteouſneſs, but is indeed the cauſe and 
{ſpring of it, EleQtion is not procured by it, but the bring- 
ing in of this righteouſneſs for us 1s ordained by the Elect- 
ing Love of God to us. So the Scripture ſpeaks Foh. 3. 
-16, and 1 Job. 4.9, 10. 

God .in-his EleQing us, appointed us unto an higher 
bliſs and glory than was propoſed to the fir# Adam in his 
Covenant, or than he could ever have brought his Seed 
unto. He was of the Earth Earthly, Chriſt is the Lord from 
Heaven, 1 Cor. 15. and the Elect are appointed to be 
married to the Son of God, made members of him, and 
co-heirs with him, and to be Sons of God, as in Chriſt 
their Head, to whom they are predeſtinated to be con- 
formed in their Dignities and Priviledges, as well as in 
their qualities, ſpiritual Principles, and the frame of their 
Hearts, Rom. 8. 29, They are to judge the World, yea, 
to judge Angels at the great day, 1 Cor. 6. 2, 3. and in 
the mean time while they are here they are to be ſerved 
and miniſtred unto by them, Heb. 1. 14. And at laſt 
ther: will be a day when the love wherewith the Father 
hath loved Chriſt ſhall appear to be in them, and Chriſt 

in them, and the World ſhall know that the Father hath 
loved them as he hath loved Chriſt, Joh. 17. 23, 26. 
Theſe are things higher than Adam or his Covenant 


4 would have brought them unto. Yet unto theſe things 


muſt they be brought in a way wherein not onely Grace 
bur Juſtice alſo ſhall ſhine forth and be glorified. And 
therefore God in ſetting a Crown of Glory on their heads 
exerts his Juſtice as well as his Grace, lus righteouſneſs as 
well as his Mercy, 2 Tim. 4.8. itis a Crows of Righteouſ- 
zeſs given by the Lord the righteous judge. And as in our 
being glorified, the righteouſneſs of God 1s exerted and 
ſhineth forth, ſo it is likewiſe in our being juſtified, 
3 Joh. 1. 9. Rom, 3.25, £6. and indeed PSTN hs 
wp whole 
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whole of our Salvation, he zs a juſt God ana a Saviour, 
Ija. 45. 21, Kt | 

Hence appears the Necefſity of this Suretiſhip- 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. It muſt be provided and 
brought in that God may be Juſt in ſhowing Mercy , 
and appear Righteous in extending Grace unto us, and fa- 
ving us with that great Salvation, to which he hath ap- 
pointed us. For 1t is the unchangeable Conſtitution of 
the unchangeable God, to glorize the one Attribute as 
well as the other , Juſtice as well as Grace in our Sal- 
vation. 

Of this Suretiſhip-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt there are 
two parts, without either of which , it would not be 
compleat and perfect, and would not ſerve our turn : 
And the reaſon thereof is, becauſe Chriſt being our 
Surety , 1s thereby under an Obligation to pay -our 
Debt, and we owe a double Debt unto the Moral Law ; 
viz, a Debt of Satisfattion, by ſuffering the penalty, as 
tranſgreſſing guilty Creatures, and a Debt of Service and 
Obedience to the Frecept as rational Creatures conſtituted 
in the way to our Everlaſting Condition. Hence there are 
two' parts of Chriſt's Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs. This is 
that which the Apoſtle ſaith , and on which he pilts ſo 
much Remark and Emphaſis, x John 5.6. This is he who 
came by water and by blood, Feſus the Chriſt, not in water only, 
but in water and in blood. The Language and Phraſes are L. 
vitical : Conceive the meaning of them thus. The fr 
Adam came by Water, in a Spotleſs Cleanneſs, and Purity, 
as to al] that the Precept requir*d of him : But Jeſus Chriſt 
came not by . Water only, not only 1n ſuch Purity and. 
Cleannels as fully anſwered all the Demands of the Pyecept 


of the Law ; but he came by Blood allo, (which neither 


Adam nor Angels did) Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God came 
in a way of fatisfactory Sufferings to Expiate and make 
Atone- 


= 
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Atonement for the Sins.againft the Precept which we were 
guilty of ; this he did by his Blood. The reaſon is, he was 
made our Surety, his Name was put not only into the 
Covenant of Works, but into it as a broken Covenant. 

1. His ſubjeitton to and ſuffering of the penalty of the Law. 
This is commonly called the Pafjive Obedience or Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, becauſe it conſiſts in his Suffering the 
penalty or curſe of the Law. The Scripture calls it the 
Blood of Chriſt, = I. 7. and the Death of Chriſt, 
Rom. 5. 10. under that eminent part including and inten- 
ding the whole of his Sufferings, And alſo Chriſt's being 
made Sin. 2 Cor. 5. 21. and being made a Curſe, Gal. 

13 
, The ground and reaſon of this Suffering of Chriſt under 
the Curſe of the Law 1s becauſe our Guilt, our Sins were 
upon him, and thence he ſuffered in our ſtead for them, 
Iſa. 53. 5, 6. God the Father with his own conſent put 
upon him rhe Garments of us Sinners, and then awaked 
his Sword againſt. him, even the Sword of his Revenging 
Juſtice, andran him through, and poured out his Blood 
as if he had been a Sinner, Zach. 13. 7. 

The end of it with reference to God is the reſtoring to 
- him the Honour of his Authority and Supremacy over us, 
and of his other perfe&ions. which ſhine forth in the Law, 
which we by diſobeying him had robbed him of, P/zl. 
69. 4. With reference to us, the end and attainment of it 
15 reconciling vs to God, Row. 5. 10. Thence Chriſt is ſaid 
to reconcile us, and make peace between God and us by 
the blood of his Croſs, Eph. 2. 14, 15, 16. Colof. 1. 20, 21. 

The neceſſity of this part of Chriſts Suretiſhip-righte- 
ouſnes being brought in for us, arifeth partly from the 
glorious Holineſs and Juſtice of Gods Nature , whence he 
cannot but maintain his. own Supremacy, and the Rationa} 
Creatures Moral dependance on, and -ſubjeCtion to w_— 
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5 which being violated by Sin, can no way be reftored, but 

7 by fatisfation, nor ſatisfation be made, but by the ſuffe- 
ring of Puniſhment ; and gy trom the veracity of God 

in his threatning, wherein he hath in Wiſdom and Juſtice 
. eſtabliſhed a connexion between Sin and Death, and made 
\ the latter to be the wages of the former, Gey. 2. 17. Dent. 
5 4 27. 26. Inſomuch as in regard of the Santtion of the Law, 
i that of the Apoſtle, Heb. 9, 22. takes place, and holds. true, 
PM without blood there'is no remiſſion. ES 
[= 2. His ſubjection to, and fulfilling the precept of the I aw 
is alſo a part of Chriſt's Suretiihip-Righteouſneſs, This 1s 
commonly called Chriſt's a&zve obedieace, and by the Apo- 
{tle his Obedience, Row. 5.19. viz, Obedience not only in 
Suffering, but Obedience to the precept of the Law ; as 
Adams Diſobedience , to which it is there oppoſed was a 
_ ___ violationofthe precept. By Chriſt it is called his fulfilling 
| all righteouſneſs, Marth. 3, 15. and his doing the will of 
 * God, Pal; 40, 8. Heb. 10. 7, 9. 

The reaſon and ground of Chritts obligation. to bring 1n 
this part of righteouſneſs for us, 1s, becauſe he 1s our Sure- 
ks ty and we owe this Debt tothe Law of God. 
6 . - Andthere is a neceſlity of it, becauſe God will magnifie 
his Law, and make it Honourable in his being well plea- 

\ - fed in Chriſt with us for his righteouſneſs ſake, 1/a. 42. 21, 
| . And becauſeitis the unchangeable conſtitution of God that 
| _ all the ſaving Good and Bleſſing which ſhall be given us, 
#* ſhall be given not only from Free Grace, but by the hand 

/. _ of Juſtice, andin the way of being purchaſed for us by a 

juſt rrice. Thence, as in the former part of Chriſt's Sure- 

tiſhip-righteouſneſs, God's vindiCtive juſtice appeared and 
was glorified, fo in this part of it his-remunerative juſtice 

ſhines forth and is exerted. For by this part of Chriſt's. . 

righteouſneſs he hath obtained for us in a way of purchaſe 

or merit, by paying down a juſt price, Salvation and Erer- 
. nal Life, Feb, 9g. 14. Eph. 1. 14. | __ Vader 
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Under this Obedience or Conformity of Chrift to the 
Precept' of the Law, I include both all the courſe of his 
Holy walking, and alſo the habitual created inherent Ho- 
lineſs of his humane Nature ; for the precept of the Law 
' requires Holineſs both in heart and Life, and therefore 
Chriſt paid both, Heb. 7. 26, 28. Ija. 53.9. 1 Pet. 2, 22. 
and 3.18, 

6 Livenaion this in the ſecond place after the other part of 
his Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs, becauſe though that was 
compleated and finiſhed at his Death ; and his Active Obe- 
dience to the precept of the Moral Law was yielded tn 
his Life, yet the conſideration of them, and the Natural 
order of them as availing and accepted for us, 1s, that ſuffer- 
ing under the penalty goes before Obedience to the precept, 
becauſe there is no room for merit or purchaſe til fatisfa- 
Ction be firſt made. As among Men you cannot purchaſe 
of another till your Debt be paid and tormer Arrearages, 
into which you have run with him, be ſatisfied and 
cleared. 
Nevertheleſs you muſt not ſo underſtand this, as if theſe 
two parts of this Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs of Chriſt were 
brought in at ſeveral times, and did not co-exiſt together : 
For they did concur and meet in. many, 1 not in all the 
_ paſſages of his Life in the Fleſh, during the whole courſe 
thereof. For though his Incarnation be not any part of 
this his Suretiſhi-righteouſneſs as you heard, yet the form 
of a Servant, or that abaſed Condition wherein he was 
from the firſt moment of his Conception, and wherein he 
ated all along his Life, is a part of his Hunuliation. And 
on the other hand there was Active Obedience in his Death 
and Sufferings, becauſe his own Will was 1n it: For he 
offered up himſelf, and he laid down his own Life, andthis 
in obedience to the command which he had received from 
his Father, Foh. x0. 17, 18. Joh. 14. 31. Epo. 5. 2. Heb. 
9.14, Gal. 1. 4. : | Thus 


through Faith upon all that believe,and you have ſeenthat, 


. on Believers. Others conceive the ſenſe and intendment 
_ ofthem both is much what one and the ſame in this Text. 


(1) Ry Iz 
Thus I have gone through the firſt thing propoſed to be 
ſpoken to, namely, what this righteouſneſs of God is, which is 


x. It is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 2. it is his Mediato- 
rial righteouſneſs. J. It & the righteouſneſs which is brought 
in by him as a Prieſt, 4. It is his Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs, 
5. This Saretiſbip righteouſneſs of Chriſt is his perfett an- 
ſwering in behalf of the Elett as our Surety all the demands of 
the juſtice of God by wertue of the Moral Law, that they might, 
in a way of juſtice as well as grace be brought unto that happineſs 
whereto they are appointed, and it contains both his bearing the = 
Penalty, and hu fulfilling the Precept of the Law. _ 

Let us now proceed to the remaining Enquiries, where- ; 
in I ſhall be briefer. 


Quelt. 2. How # this Righteouſneſs unto and «pon thoſe 
that believe ? | 


Anſw. Asto theſe words unto and upon 4s and jw there is 
{omewhat a divers account given of them. Some conceive 
they are here uſed by the: Apoſtle in a different ſenſe; as if 
the firſt referred to the deſignment, the ſecond to theaQual 
Donation of this Righteouſneſs, or as if the one were uſed 
and meant of the tender and promiſe, the other of the 
aQtual giving and transferring of this I Ta to and 


as it is of by and through, v. 3o. and conſequently that the 
Apoſtle here uſeth both theſe words that he may more 
fully and empharically expreſs our Intereſt in, and Benefit 
by this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And I confeſs I doe rather 
incline to this latter account of theſe two Prepoſitions, the 
reaſons whereof T need not now to inſiſt on ; but ſhall ha- 
ſten to declare how this Righteouſneſs is #zto and «por Be- - 


D lievers 
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Hevers, 'and I ſhall expreſs it in four words : Only noting 
firſt chat that being upoa us of this Righteoutnels which 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, is unto Juſtification of Life ; 
as appears from the whole Context : See wer. 20. and 
ver. 24. and ver. 28. and ver. JO. | 


I. This righteouſyeſs it ſelf is upon Believers by the free 
and gracions gift and imputatioa of God. The Holy Ghoſt 
uſeth both theſe expreſſions 1n this matter. You read of 


.thegiit of Righteouſneſs, Row. 5. 17. and of the imputa- 


tion of Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 6, 11. With reſpett to us 


1t 1s wholly free and gracious, for thoſe to whom it is 


oivenand imputed do no more deſerve it than thaſe who 
never ſhall be intereſted in it : Though with reſpe& to 
Chriſt it is juſt and equal that it ſhould be imputed £0 us ; 
19 as much: as he did bring it 1n for us, and that under an 
ExpeQtation and Aſſurance built upon God the Fathers 
Covenant with him, that it ſhould be accepted, and of a- 
vail for us, and given and reckoned to us. By being im- 


puted, I mean that it 1s looked on by God as belonging to 


us, 10 order to our being judicially dealt withal according 
to the merit thereof, 'This is the Notion of Imputation 
in the general, be the thing imputed good or evil, be 
it originally our own or anothers. And hence it appears 
that it is this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt it felf, which is 1m- 
puted, and not only the Effects or Benefits of it which are 
procured by it communicated to us ; for this is in truth 
no Imputation, . It cannot be ſaid in any Congruity or 


Truth either that Juſtification and Adoption are imputed 


to us, orthat the Intercefſion of Chritt in Heaven is im- 
puted to us. Yet the former are communicated to. us 
through the imputation of this Righteouſneſs, and of the 


latter we do receive the benefit. :None that I know of 


ever {aid that the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chriſt are 


1mpu-. 
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imputed to us ; yet are we made partakers of the Effects 
and benefits of them. To deny that Chrift's Suretiſhip- 
Righteouſneſs it ſelf is imputed to us, 1s to fall in with the 
Socinians, and the very thing which they contend for. 
And indeed the thing 1s plain, that in our being juſtified, 
cither this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt it ſelf, or a Righteoul- 
neſs of our own muſt be imputed to us. For there cannot 
be Juſtification without the Imputation of a Righteouſneſs, 
any more than there can be Condemnation without the Im- 


Putz ion of a Crime ; and beſides, the Scripture ſpeaks fo 
-much of Imputation in the Buſineſs of Juſtification, that 


I know not any who would be called Chriſtians that have 
denyed all Imputation in that matter. And thence it 1s, 
that thoſe, who have either out of Darkneſs, or out of Ha- 
tred againſt ſtanding in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt denyed 
the Imputation of that very Righteouſneſs it ſelf unto us, 
have all of them fubftituted another Righteouſneſs, even 


a Righteoulneſs of our own for us to ſtand in before God, 
and be juſtified 1n. 


2. This gratious Imputation is valid and effetual to conſti- 
tute Believers righteous. So the Apoſtle tells us moſt ex- 
prefly, Rom. 5. 1-, As by one mans diſobedience many were © 
made Sinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteows. The word which the Apoſtle there uſeth, and 
15 rendred made, ſignifies conſtituted, and points to Impu- 
tation, as the way how we are made Righteous. And 
beſides, he tells us it is in the ſame manner, as we are 
conſtituted Sinners by Adams diſobedience, /o in lize man- 
ner we were made Righteous by Chriſt's Obedience. But 


_ the former,namely our being made Sinners is by the Impu- 


tation to us of Adams diſobedience, by it Judgment was, 

or Crimiralneſs came upon all Men to Condempation, as 
ver. 16.and ver.18.and therefore by the free gift and graci- 
D-2 OUS 
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ous Imputation of.this Righteouſneſs of the Second 4dam 
doth Juſtification, even Juſtification unto life come upon vs. 
Such a validity and efficacy there iff igGods Gift and Impu- ; 
tation, that by this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt it being impu- | 
ted to them, Believers have a: Title and Right to pardon , | 
ro the Favour of God, to Adoption, and to: Eternal Life. 
On account of this Righteouſneſs being thus made theirs, 
it 15, as I conceive, that they are ſaid to be Worthy, Rev. 
3- 4. to walk with Chriſt in white ; worthy of Joyful 
Communion with Chriſt, not in themſelves, bur as in him, 
Md having his Righteouſneſs upon them, in whom they 
are made the Righteouſneſs of God. 


3. This Righteouſneſs is upon Believers not only for the 8 / 
change of their Eſtate at firſt from a State of Wrath and *|} 
Condemnation, to a State of Favour with God and Juſtifica- 
tion,bat alſo for the continuing of them in that Eſt ate for ever. 
This 1s that which the Apoſtle ſaith, Row.'5. 21. Grace 
- bt | reigneth through Righteouſneſs unto Eternal Life. So that 
_ Believers ſtand before God in this Righteouſneſs, kaving 
: 3 It upon them all their Life, as well as at their firit behte- 
ving, and being tranſlated into a juſtified Eſtate, Tt is in 


this Righteouſneſs in which they ſtand juſtified , and not 4 
in their own Graces of Sanctification, -or in any of their 2 
own new obedience. Thus the Holy Ghoſt teacheth us to "1 


judge and believe when he ſaith, 1 Fob. 2. 18 If any man 
fn, (that is, if any Believer fin, for of them he ſpeaks} we 
have an Advocate with the Father, TFeſus Chriſt the # 
righteous, and he is, not only was or hath been, but he is 4 q 
propitiation for our (ins. And 1 Joh. 1. 7. If wewalk in the f 
light as God's in the light, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Sox 
cleanſeth us from all $in. Our walking in the. Light hath 
no influence at all to cleanſe us from the filth contracted by 
the leaſt Sin that is found with us. This I take to be Ts 

reaſon 


Car) 


reaſon why it is called Everlaſting Righteouſnef, Dar. 9. 


24 The Righteouſneſs of the firſt Adam in which he was 
created was not {o, no, he ſinn*d and for feited, and loſt it, 
it laſted no longer than while he continued in all things 
contained in the Law to do them. But it is not ſo with 
the Righteouſneſs which the Me7ah brings in, if it be once 
upon us through Faith, 1t 1s upon us everlaſtingly. Thence 
Believers are {aid to be b fore the Throne of God without 


fault, Rev. 14. 5.. which 1s much too high an expreſſion to 


be uſed of the beſt Saint” under Heaven on the account of 
his Obedient and Holy Walking ; nothing but the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt being upon them can ſet them before the 
Throne of God without fault. Of this mind was the Holy 
Apoſtle Paz, when with ſo much vehemency and pathe- 
ticalneſs he renounceth his own Righteouſneſs, and ſhuns 
ſtanding 1n it for Juſtification unto Life, P-1/. 3. 9. as dro 
that was of no worth, as /off that would undoe him, yea, 
as dung which would defile him, and render him abhorred. 
This..he ſpeaks of his own Rightcouſheſs , and thus his 
heart FIN affeed towards it in the buſineſs of his Juſtt- 
fication, wb then when he had been converted and ſan- 
tied many years, and done and ſuffered much for Chriſt 
in an excellent manner, and with a choice and Evangelical 
Spirit. Bellarmin indeed would have Paz/ there by his own 
Righteouſneſs, to mean nothing but his own Hypocriſie or 
formality , and is ſo very angry with Chempitins for inter» 


preting Paul's 09n Righteouſneſs there, and the [all things} j/+m, 


which he renounceti as comprizing tham undeF, his Graces 
of Sanctification, and his new Obedience, that he chargeth 
him for it with blaſphemy. And indeed *tis. no wonder, - 
it depreciating and crying down a Mans own Righteoul- 
acſs be reſented as Blaſphemy by a proud Cardinal, an 
haughty Jeſuit and- blind Papiſt. But the Light and 
Pregnancy of the a Expreſhons are ſo + 
clear, 


"" »s ) 


clear, that it is fomewhat ſurprizing , that any pretending 

(a) Such as Dr. Sherl. See Antifoz. LO be a Proteſtant (4) ſhould 
p. 547 to 568, and Mr. Williams. lick up that Popiſh Seltuſti- 
See Prefop. 9+ 6 P: 20%, 03 224 CIarIes VOmit, But vain Man 
209.Grotius indeed goes the ſame way, __ | 
AY: in loc. And T learn by My. v ould be wiſe, thou h he be 
- Rutherf. of the Cov. p.171. that Ar-, born like the wild Aﬀes Colt. 


minians and Socinians do ſo too, But er BS « KB ; 
T do not reckon him or them among Pro- There is in us an obſtinate ad 


teſtants. It is libe Grotius and the herency to our own Righte- 
Arminians might have it from the Ra- ouſneſls, 241d a deſperate loth- 
covian Catechiſme, cap. 9. P. 194. neſs to foregoe it, and be bea- 
ten off utterly. from it. And thence, it we {ce we cannot 
have any thing of our own before Converſion to bring us 
into a juſtified State, yet we ſtruggle as for Life, that 
ſomewhat of our own, ſomething done by us, or inhering 
inus, may ſome way or other be our Juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, or a part of *, may have ſome hand 1n continuing 
us in that Eſtate, though it could do nothing to bring us in- 
toit. But doubtleſs Holy David's heart was under the 
conduct of the Blefled Spirit of Wiſdom and Grace.--when 
he reſolved to make mention of the Righteouſneſs of God, and 
of it ouly, tor his acceptance, as well as to walk in the 
ſtrength of the Lord God, for his Aſſiſtance, P/al. 71. 16. 
And this was not at fir{t Converſion only that he might. 
be put into a State of Juſtification, but it was when he 
was old and gray-headed, and had been ſanQified and 


done much tor God, and been in a juſtified Eſtate many 
Years. See ver. 9. 


4. This free gffettual, valid, abiding imputation of this righ« 


teouſneſs unto Believers ts ſuch, and it i through Faith ſo apon 
them, that they a'e thereby conſtituted as righteous as Chriſt is 
 #ighteous as their Surety, When 1 lay they are by its being 
_ upon them made as Righteous as Chriſt is Righteous,as he 
is their Surety, I mean 1t not in a way of Similitude only, 

| but 
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but in a way of Equality. I am well aware that this is 
looked on as a monſtrous abſurdity and horrid 'impoſſibi- 
lity by Papifts and others, who contend againſt the Impu- 
tation of the Righteouſneſs of Chrift unto us at all And 

no wonder,for Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs are orgs 

ftone and ruck of offence to many in Iſrael ; wt was lo of old, 
Rom. 9. 32, 33. and 1t will be lo as long as that word , 
1 Pex. 2.8. ſtands firm, that there are any in the World 
who are appointed to {tumble at that {tumbling ſtone. 
But we muſt 1:ot foregoe a truth ſo certain , fo clear, ſo 
comfortable, though all the Unbelievers in the World {tum- 
ble and quarrel at it. 'I hat I may, it poſſible, prevent the 
offence, I deſire you would obſerve that 1 do not make 
compariſon between the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the 
Righteouſneſs of Believers, by their being fanctified, and 
their Holy walking. In this regard there 1s only a {imi- 
litude, to dream of an Equality, would be prodigious Ig- 
norance and blaſphemous Madneſs. Nor is the compari- 
ſon between the- Righteouſneſs of Believers by Imputa- 


tion, and their Righteouſneſs in point of Sanctification. 


Theſe are not the things compared together. '['o make 
theſe equal would be fooliſh in it ſelf, and uncomfortable 
for Believers ; For alas the Ss 7 RM ot the Holyeſt 

tfication and Holy walk- 
ing, is far from being perfect. But the compariſon is 
between the effect of this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt upon 
him as their Surety, and the eftect of-the ſame Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt upon Believers, as 1t is made theirs by the 
Gift and Tmputation of God. And moreover, what other 
or further effect it may have upon Chriſt I now conlider 
not, but limit the compariſon on that fide to the effect it 
hath upon him as their Surety in making him Righteous. 


And thus underſtood it” is. a clear and certain Truth that 


believers by the Impuration. of it to them are as. righteous 
| 24 
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as Chriſt is Righteous as their Surety. For as he is per- 
tectly Righteous,” having fully paid their Debt, and being 
fully diſcharged, fo are they in him. There is no condem- 
_ nation to them. no, not one, Rows. 8. x. Their {ins though 
in.themſelves as Scarlet , red as Crimſon, are yet madeas 


Snow and white as Wool. Iſa. 1. 18. Their Iniquities 
though ſought for, yet are as if they were not, and though 
ſearched for, yet {hall not be found : So perfe&@ and full is 
Gods pardon, fo complete is God's juſtifying of them, Fer. 
50. 20. There 1s none can condemn them, there is none 
can lay any thing to the charge of thoſe Ele&t of God, 
Rom. 8. 33, 34. They do ſtand before the Throne of God 
without fault, Rev. 14. 5. For they are made the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God in Chriſt, 2 Cor.5.21. then which no higher, 
no more full or emphatical Exprefſions are any where uſed 
of Chriſt's being righteous as their Surety, nor can be rea- 
dily invented. Moreover thoſe very words which the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt uſeth by the Prophet with reference to Chriſt's 


acquittal and righteouſneſs, as the Surety of Believers, 


Iſa. 50. 7, 8, 9. viz. that he ſhall not be confounded, that 
he ſhall not be aſhamed, that he is juſtified ; that there is 
none that ſhall cozdemn him ; theſe very words doth the 
{ame Spirit by the Apoſtle uſe, and that in the ſame ſenſe 
concerning the Fam A and righteouſneſs of Believers , 
through this righteouſneſs of Chriſts being upon them, 
namely, that they ſhall not be aſhamed, and that they ſhall 
not be confounded, that they are juſtified , and that there is 
none that ſhall coxdemz them, Rows, 10. 11. 1 Pet. 2.6. 
Row. 8. 33, 24. Thus ſhowing that this Suretiſhip-righ- 
tcouſneſs of Chriſt which is through Faith upon all who 


.. believe hath as to this the very ſame effect upon them that 


it hath upon Chriſt as their Surety. And indeed the thing 
15 {o obvious and plain, that the Original Debter is as clear 
and tree as his Surety 1s, conſidered as his Surety, when the 


Debt 
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Debt is paid and that Payment accepted for, and adjudged 
to the Original Debtor by the Creditor ; that I ſee not 
what can poſſibly cauſe any to doubt of Believers being as 
righteous as Chriſt, 1s, conſider*d as their Surety, if he be 
not influenced by a ſecret diſbelief of our being conſtituted 
Righteous by this Suretiſhip-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt being 
upon us, and imputed to us through Faith, or by a lothneſs 
at heart to ſtand juſtified 1n it only, and a delire to ſtand 
righteous. .in ſome righteouſneſs or other of his own. 
And it is but too manifeſt that this lyes at the bottom with 
many who exclaim againſt it as an impoſlible thing, and a 
monſtrous paradox. 

Nor is it a truth only that Believers are in the ſenſe be- 
fore given as righteous as Chrift : But it 1s alſo true (and 
I the rather mention it, becauſe it tends to clear this whole 
matter) that Believers have that very ſame title to the fa- 
vour of God here, and to Heaven and Glory hereafter that 
Chriſt hath as he is their Surety. ?Tis true Chriſt hath ano- 
ther title and right both to the Love of God, and unto Hea- 
venly Glory, viz. by the prerogative of his Birth (1f I may 
ſo expreſs 1t,) . I mean his Eternal Generation, as he is the 
only begotten Son of God.But though he was rich, yet ſuch 
is his Grace, that for our ſakes he became poor ; he conſen- 
ted (not to foregoe this his title but) for a time to foregoe 
the actual injoyment ofthe full fruit and benefit of it. He 
was contented to lay aſide his Glory for a time, and to 
dwell kere below: on Earth under the frowns and diſplea- 
ſure of God his Father , until he ſhould fully to the-ut« 
moſt farthing have paid our Debt : But then he was' to be 
reſtored and raiſed up to the injoyment of his Fathers Love 
and Heavenly Glory 1n the vertue. of that forementioned 
double right or title,viz. bothas the Son of God by Nature, 


' and alſo as having diſcharged all the Debt of the Ele&t as 


their Surety;this latter being accumulated and ſuperinduced | 
--þ | upon 


a 
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upon the-former, and'therefore being not a[Natural, but an 
Acquired Title. :Now it is of this latter, this Acquired Ti- 
tle that I. ſpeak of when IT fay Believers have the ſame 
Title to the Love of God, and Heavenly Glory that Chriſt 
as their Surety.hath. For shis his Title 1yes -in his having 
perfectly pleaſed God 1n all the Demands of his Juſtice, by 
virtue of the Moral Law. And this very thing is a Believers 
Title alſo, this Righteouſneſs of Chritt which anſwers all 


the Demands of the Juſtice of God by the Moral Law, is 


through Faith without diiterence uato them all, and upon 
them all who do believe, I know right precious Faith 
may poſbly ſtagger at theſe things they are ſo great, and 
ſo aſtoniſhing ; I know alſo the Devil, whoſe Eye is Evil 
towards us, becauſe God is ſo exceeding good, doth malign 
our taking of them in, and feeding on them. And thence 
he doth labour to foreſtall and ſhut up our Hearts againſt 
them, both by miſ-repreſenting them , and by loading 
them with horrid conſequences, ſuch as a ſpirit of any 
tenderneſs cannot but abominate. Whereas thoſe Bleſſed 
Truths neither have any ſuch trighttul and deformed face, 
if ſet and viewed in a true Light, nor arethere any falſe or 
evil conſequences that can be inferred trom-them. "Fhere- 
fore that it poſſible I may remove all tumbling blocks and 
rocks of offence, let me fubjoyn theſe four things further, 
with. reference to what I have been delivering. 
1. Nevertheleſs, Believers cannot be ſaid to be in all re- 


Jpets righteous as Chriſt is righreous, No, far be ſuch a | 
. thought from us. To entertain it would be damning and 
- ,Þlaſphemous Ignorance and Arrogance in conjunction. 


Fo ſay nothing of that vaſt imparity and diſproportion 
'that thereis between the inherent righteouſneſs of Chritt 


and of Believers, which may be fitly called the righteoul- 


neſs of their Sanctification, nor of the great Inequality that 


as -berween the righteouſneſs of the walk or practice of 
=, | Chriſt 
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Chriſt and of Believers, which I may call the righteouſ> 
neſs of their Obedience ; for as to this I did even now 0bs 
ſerve that thereis no more but a reſemblance or likeneſs,the 
beſt Believer falling wotully ſhort of lis blefled Pattern: 
Even with reference to this Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and its being on Believers, they cannot with any 
truth or ſobriety be ſaid to be in all reſpeQs righteous as 
Chriſt is righteous as he 1s their Surety. For this very 
Suretiſhip-righteouſneſs of Chriſt is upon him, as the Ort- 
inal Native ſubject and efficient of it 3 he wrought it out. 


- But it is.on Believers by derivation from Chriſt as they are 


in him. Hence, the Glory of bringing it in is his, even. 
Chrifts peculiar and wholly Due to him alone, they ſhare 
not at all with him therein ; though they do through his 
Grace participate 1n the righteouſneſs thus brought in by 
Chriſt, and 1n the precious EfteCts and Fruits of it. More- 
over as it 1s Chriſts and upon him , it 1sa Publick or Com- 
mon Righteouſneſs, for he is a publick or common Per- 


ſon being a Surety tor al the Ele& ; as performed 


by him,it was performed for them all,as accepted from him, 
it was accepted for them all. But now every Believer ts 
made Righteous by it for himſelf only, it is upon him not 
asa Publick, but only as a Private Particular Single Per- 
ton. And therefore though Chriſt by this Righteouſneſs 
be the Saviour and the Redeemer of the Church, yet it can- 
not be inferr'd as both Papiſts and Socinians impotently 


argue and calumniate, that if it be imputed to Believers, 


and they ſtand righteous in it , they are Saviours and Re- 
deemers as well as Chriſt, 


2. Felievers are nevertheleſs ſtill under obligation to 


abe 
the Law , and to walk in all Holy Converſation and Godiineſs, 
unto ail well-pleaſing before God, 2 Pet. 3-3 6-0Þ- Colo}. 1. 19. 
1. Theſſ,4- 1. They are bound not only to do all that the 
Law requires, but $2 da it in a way of ſubjeQion to. the Au- 
'thority of God in the Law, and to put a reſpeC of Obedi- 
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enceto his Command upon all that they doe, as well as a 


refpe&@ of Love and Thankfulneſs upon all their Cbedi- 
ence, Colof. 3. 17. Though withal it is true that Believers 
ought not to yield Obedience to the Law 1n a Legal man- 
ner and Spirit, nor from Legal or Old-Covenant Princi- 
ples, nor unto Old-Covenant Ends. They ought aot to 
obey in a ſervile manner with{laviſh tear ruling in their 
hearts, nay they may not fear being caſt out of Covenant 


-and favour with God for every failure of theirs ; Nor are 
they to obey only in the itrength of Grace received, but to 


depend on Chriſt for continual Influences as well as con-- 
ſtant acceptance , P/a/. 71. 16. Iſa. 45. 24. Nor laſtly 
may Believers obey the Law for the ſame end as under the 
Covenant. of Works ; namely, that their own Obedience 
ſhould be their righteouſneſs wherein to ſtand accepted be- 
fore God. 

3. All the ſwervings of Believers from the rule of the Law, 
and all their comings Roo: of what the precept doth require are 
fins in them, notwithſfanding this righteouſneſs is thus upon 
them. Yea theſe ſins of theirs do deſerve Eternal Death, 
as juſtly, as much as the like ſins in others do. Nay they 
are worſe in-Believers, being greatly aggravated, and of 
deeper demerit by this very thing, that the Grace of God 
hath thus appeared unto-them, and hath thus exceedingly 
abounded to them-ward. = 
* 4. Hence it follows further, That z# is the Daty of Belie- 
wers, notwithſtanding this righteouſneſs is upon them, and they 


are thus righteous by it, to lament their ins,and to loath"them- 


ſelves for them, yea to arraign and: condemn themſelves as 
worthy of Eternal Death for even the leaſt of them, That 


promiſe, Ezek. 16. 61, 63. holds out this to be a-Duty and 
. a:PraQtiſe pleaſing unto God. Such alfo was the practice 
»of that Converted pardoned Sinner, Lake 7. 37, 38, 47. 
- Her Sins were pardoned, and ſhe was juſtified/before; and 


''- Not 


TI) 4 
not: for -or by her ſo lamenting and condemning her ſelf. "Mi 
Fhis righteouſneſs therefore being thus upon Believers , 1 
ſhuuld not either incourage them unto Sin, or harden their 
hearts under fin, neither indeed doth it, nor can it ſo work 
in a Believer. 'The abounding of Grace to them much 
more than Sin hath abounded, doth oblige and teach 
them to abhor continuing in Sin, Rom. 5.21, with Rom. 
6.1, Yea Believers ſhould argue with, and reprove them- 
ſelves for their Sins as Nathan from God argues with David 
about his Sin, and aggravates it upon him, 2 Sam: 12. 7, 
8,9. Even ſo ſhould Believers aggravate their own ſins 
upon themſelves, and load their own hearts with them 
from this Grace of God towards them, that this righteouſ- 
neſs. of Chriſt is upon them : Therefore when I faid they 
{ſhould arraign and condemn themſelves for their fins, you 
mulſt not. vaderſtand it as if a Believer, upon whom this. 
WM; righteouſneſs of Chriſt is, ſhould judge himſelf to bein a 
| ſtate of wrath: No, that would be a falſe Judgment, for: 
there 15 no condemnation to thoſe who are in Chrift, Rom. 
8. 1. Buta Behever reflecting: en his ſins ſhould lay: his. 
Mouth in the duſt , and his Neck 'down upon the block, 
his Conſcience ſhould make this Judgment, and paſs this. 
Sentence on him, I am for ſuch and ſuch things which T 
have done . againſt the Lord worthy of Eternal Death, 
yea Fam more worthy of Hell than others, I do deſerve a 
deeper place 1n it -than thoſe to whom Grace never fo 7 
abounded, over whom Grace never ſo reigned through : 
Fs this righteouſneſs-of Chriſt as it hath and will over me un- 
Þ- to Eternal Life. 7 0 CLIN 


Quote: 3. What is the import of that word without ditfe- 

rence? x 
Anſw. I thall lay- before you- the intendment of it: mn 
three words.. : 
1 This: 
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1. This righteouſneſs of God is npox all Believers, one as 
well asanother, Gert:le as well as Jew, greater .as well as 
tefſer Sinners; even all who have 4finned and are fallen 
ſhort of the Glory of God, as ver. 23. all who are be- 
come guilty before God, and whoſe mouths muſt be 
ſtopped, even all the World, as ver. 19. All fleſh who 
can never be juſtified in the ſight of God by the deeds of 
. the Law ; all who are in this common Condition of Man- 
kind ſhall have this Righteouſneſs upon them, only provi- 
ded they do believe. Nothing ſhall hinder, nothing in 
their outward Condition, nothing 1n their Spiritual Condi- 
tion ſhall hinder the being upon them of this righteouſ- 
neſs, in caſe they do believe : That of the Apoſtle, Gal. 


- 3. 28, and Colof. 3. 11. holds true, and takes place in this 
matter, that here there 1s neither Few nor Greek, Circumci- 
ſon nor Uncircumcifion , Barbarian, Scythian, Bond or 
Free, Male or Female ; but this righteouſneſs is unto them 
all, and upon them all, one as well as another , if they 
believe. This Grace 1s extended to the greateſt, the 
fouleft Sinners upon their believing, as well as unto the 
leaſt ; according to 1 Cor. 6. 10, I1, 


2. This righteouſneſs is equally and alike apon them all : 
There is in this alſo zo difference, it is in the ſame meaſure 
and degree unto them all and upon them all. One hath 
not more of it than another; it is no leſs truely, no leſs 
certainly, noleſs validly and effeCtually given and imputed 
to-one than it is unto. another. ?Tis true indeed, there is a 
ditterence in the degree and meaſure wherein different Be- 
lievers are made partakers of ſome of the Effects and Fruits 
of this righteouſneſs; yea there 1s a difference as to this in 
_.the ſame Believer at different times. SanCtification and 
Comfort are the Effects of this righteouſneſs, and they are 
in different meaſures in diflerent Believers, and in the 
lame Believer at different times. But yet this righteoul- 
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_ neſs it ſelf is as much upon one Reliever -as upon another, 
. all Believers are equally juſtified or conſtiruted righteous 
_ byit. They that have been the greateſt Sinners, and are 
moſt guilty, have it upon them through Faith, and are 
as well and as much made righteous by it as lefſer Sinners , 
one who hath done evil innumerable times, and whoſe 
' days have been prolonged ſo that he is a finner of an lun- 
dred years old, hath it upon him through Faith, and ſtands 
as righteous 1n 1t as an Infant of days doth. All that be- 
lieve are alike, and equally juſtified ; Goſpel-Juſtification 
admits not of any degrees that one ſhould be more or leſs 
juſtized than another, and therefore in this regard alſo 

there 1s ao difference. 
2. This righteouſneſs is upon all that believe in the ſame 
| > © way, Viz, through Faith. No more, no other is required of 
| one than of another, that this righteouſneſs may be upon 
him, p8amely, Faith, true Faith ; though this true Faith 
mayſpoſſibly be weaker in one, ſtronger in another. It js 
4 true indeed that on other accounts, and for other ends and 
trom other grounds ſome things may be required of ſome 
&-: Which are not required of others. In {ome caſes Reſtity- 
= tion, and in {ome caſes Confeſſion unto men even of ſecret 
Sins are required and infilted upon by God, Levzr. 6. 5. 
Jam. 5.16. And in ſome Caſes deeper Humiliation and 
greater breakings of Heart than in others are called for 
and requiſite, But this 15 rather for the evidencing to a 
Mans own Conſcience or unto others the ſincerity and 
ſoundneſs of his own Faith and Repentance, and {ſo the 
aſſuring of that, and clearing it up to them, or to a mans 
ſelf, then that this righteouſneſs of Chriſt may be upon 
him voto the Juſtification of Lite. If a Man have true 
Faith, if he do truely believe, this righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
15 upon him ; though he be poſhbly both weak in Faith, 
and very defective 1n other graces of the Spirit,and in new 
| Obedience, - 
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Obedience. Nay, all our New Obedience, and all the 
graces of the Spirit comprized under that one word love, 
are the effeAs and fruits of our being juſtified, having this 
Righteouſneſs upon us, and not at all the means thereof. 
It 1s a great and dangerous miſtake to think that either our 
New Obedience, or any other Grace but Faith hath any 
hand in this righteouſnefles being upon us, No,it is through 
Faith, and Faith only. 
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Uſe. This DoQtrine ſhows you, the reaſon and ſpring of 
that precious acceptance and ſweet communion with God which 
Believers are admitted into, and do injoy ; and alſo of their 
humble rejoycings, and gloryings, and triumphings before God ; 
notwithſtanding their guilt ineſs and vileneſs in themſelves by 
their many and great ſinnings againſt him, and notwithſtanding 
their abaſing Convictions, and heart-wounding, heart-breaking 
ſenſe thereof. 

They have ſinned againſt God,they are guilty before him 
as well as others;for this is theCondition and State of all the 
World, Row 3.19.Every Mouth is ſtopped and can have no- 
thing to ſpeak againſtGod when he judgeth and condemneth 
them, for all the World is become guilty. They are invol- 
vedin the common Guilt and Miſery and Ruine wherein all 
the Seed of 4dam are plunged, and they have that excee- 
ding ſinful ſin dwelling in them which hath invaded all 
Adams poſterity : And moreover they have in their own 
Perſons ſinned againſt God, ſome of them more than many 
others : Yea they are all of them laid under Everlaſting 
Convictions of it in their own Conſciences which can ne- 
ver be blotted out, that they are worthy of Eternal Death. 
And ſome of them do with Paul, 1 1:m. 1. 15, walk up 
and down under ſuch Convictions , that they are amonglt 
the very chief of Sinners, and with David, P/al, 86. 13. 
That they haye delervel the very loweſt Hell. 
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But yet nevertheleſs they have all of them precious ac- 
ceptance with God, all their fins are blotted out, God re- 
members them no more for ever, Heb. 8. 12, Their tref- 
paſſes are done away as if they had never been, 1a, 44. 22. 
Fer. 50. 20. and they do ſtand without fault before the 
Throne of God, Rev. 14, 5. The reaſon of this wonderful 
abounding of Grace towards them 1s, this Righteouſneſs of 
_ Chriſt is upon them. 

Nay they are not only pardoned and pronounced righte 
ous, notwithſtanding they have done ſo much and ſuch vile 
things againſt God, but they are alſo taken” into ſpecial fa- 
vour with him, they are made the Friends and Favourites 
of the God of Heaven, as their Father Abraham is ſtyled 
by Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. 20. 7. and by God himſelf, 1/a. 41. 
8.. and all Believers by Chriſt, Capt. 5. 1. Foh. 15. 14, 15. 
yea {which is ſomewhat higher) they are made Sons and 
Daughters unto the Lord God Almighty , 2 Cor. 6. 18. 
Gal. 3. 26. Joh. 1. 12. Pſal. 45. 10. Heirs of God and of 
Glory, Co-heirs with Chriſt, Row. 8. 19, Well may 
themſelves be raviſhed with admiration and ſweeteſt de- 
light, and call upon others to gaze and wonder at this 
love, (as the Apoſtle doth, x Joh. 3. 1.) that ever the 
who were by Nature Heirs of Hell, and Children of Wrath 
and of the Devil, and who had by their ſinful, hateful do- 
ings made themſelves manifold times moreſ{o, ſhould ever 
have ſuch love beſtowed upon them, as to be the Sons of 
God. But this gives the account of it, they are made thus 
highly accepted in that Beloved , whole righteouſnels is 
upon them. 

Nor doth the Love and Favcur of God reſt here in ha- 
ving conferred ſuch Priviledges and Dignities upon them, 
but it goes on ſtill, ({o mighty is the Torrent of Love 
which 1s let out upon them,) it doth bring them 1ato a liv- 


ing and near Communion with God, Father,Son,and Bey 
F ___ Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, x Foh.'1. 3. 2 Cor. 13, 14. Though they were afar 


boldneſs and accels with confidence unto the Father, Eph. 
2.12. And God even the Father doth let out his heart- 


22, 23, Smiling upon their Souls, making them to go into 
his Houſe of Wine, and there in a victorious and tri- 
umphant manner, diſplaying over them his Love, ſome- 
times even to an overwhelming, Cazt. 2. 4, 5. Now if 
you ask whenceis this, and how comes 1t to paſs that God 
 deais with them in a way of ſuch marvellous Grace, this 
Doctrine tells you, the righteouſnels of Chriſt 1s upon 
them. 
Moreover, The hearts of Behevers are ſometimes:raiſed 
vpunto, and filled witit enlarged rejoycings,humble glory- 
ings and triumphings, and that before God. So the Apoſtle 
declares, Rom. 5. 2, 3,11. We rejoyce or glery in: hope 
of the glory of God,and not only fo, but weglory in tribulations 
alſo; And he comes over with that word again, ver. Tz. 
1aying, and not only ſo, but we glory i God *tis the fame 
-word' in the Greek 1n all the three Verſes, though difte- 
rently rendred in our Tranſlation. How do they thus glo- 
ry in God ? ?Tis through Jeſus Chrift, who hath broug|!-t 
1n this righteouſneſs for them, and by whoſe Death they 
were when Enemies reconciled to. God, and by whom they 
' have received that Atonement. They do glory before 
: God in him only, in whom they -are,. and - who. is of God 
;made righteouſneſs unto them, 1 Cer. 1. 3c, 31. and in the 
unchangeableneſs of . the Love of God towards them m 
(Chriſt, they do triumph even while they have before their 
;eyes:their own guiltineſs in themſelves,and how much mat 
»ter for Eternal condemnation there is 1n them; for it is upon 
«Chriſt's not being ſpared or abated any thing but being de- 


ns 


. 


off, yet they are made nigh, Ephe/. 2. 13. and they have : 


love, and manifeſt it and himſelf unto them , Foh. 14. 21, 


—  divered vp and: dying ,.and .God's' juſtifying (all-which 
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plainly ſpeak them-1n themſelves obnoxtous to condemna- . 


tion, and worthy of Death) upon theſe things it is that- 


the Apoſtle bottoms that challenge, and raifeth that tri- 


-umphant perſuaſion, and Song of aſſurance which he 


there uttereth in the Name of all Believers, Rom. 8. 32, 
73, 34, 35, 38, 29. Believers have given them beauty for 
aſhes, the oyl of joy for mourning, the garment of praile 
tor the ſpirit of heavineſs, and they do greatly recjoyce in 
the Lord, even in the Lord , who was angry with them, 


and their Souls are joyful in their.Gcd whom they know 


they have ſinned againſt, But how comes this to paſs? 
Is it becauſe their fins are through tratt of time out of Gods 
thoughts, and Memory ? No, a thouſand years are with 
him but as one day, He 1s an Eternal God, and they are 


as freſh, and preſent before him, as if they were juſt then. 


in coinmitting, Is it becauſe God thinks better of their 
fins than formerly he did when he frown'd upon them, and 


wrote bitter things againſt them? No, their fins are as. 
diſtaſteful to him, as much hated by him as ever they were, 


nor will he ever to Eternity have a better thought of any 
of them. Is it becauſe Believers are become more vain and 
ſenſeleſs and ſlightly-lpirited than they were1n thoſe former 


days of bitterneſs and anguiſh ? No verily , they have 


more of the heart of Fleſh than they then had, and there 


1s in them now a deeper ſenſc of the evilof fin, and a deeper 


work of the. Spirit of Humiliation, and more thorow 
thawings and meltings of heart before the iace of God 


then ever. Whence is itthen, and how comes it to pals. 


that Believers are made even.1n the view of their own end- 


leſs ſin and gviltineſs yet to triumph and rejoyce with Joy- 


unſpeakable and full of Glory ! It is hence, God hath 
cloathed them with the Garments of Salvation, he hath. 


covered them with the robe of Righteouſneſs, as the Pro- 


phet ſpeaks, I/a. 61. 10. This righteouſneſs of Chrilt is 
F2 Upon 
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pon them, and thence they have the conſolations of God, 
delighring their Souls, a nd abounding in them. 

Laſtly, There are not only ſuch great and precious things 
injoyed by Believers while here , but there are alſo things 
high and glorious, lazd up and reſerved for them hereafter, 
when they ſhall be here no mors. There ſhall be a Glory 
revealed in them far beyond all comrare with any of the 
affiCtions that they meet with in this World, Rom. 8. 18. 
They are now indeed the Sons of God, and that is ſuch 
manner of Love, and fo great that Men and Angels may 
ſtand and gaze and wonder at it : But though now already 
they be thus loved, nevertheleſs it doth not yet appear 
what they ſhall be. Only we know that when the onl 
begotten of God,the Prince of Life, and Lord of Glory ſhall 
appear , then ſhall they appear with him in Glory, and 
they ſhall ſee him as he is, and they ſhall be madelike him, 
even theſe vile Bodies ſhall by him be faſhioned like his 
own Glorious Body, Colof. 3.4.1 Joh. 3. 1,2. Phil. 3.21. 
And in that day the world ſhall fee and know, and they 
themſelves ſhall everlaſtingly feel that Chriſt is mm his Fa- 
ther, and they in-Chriſt, and he in them, Joh. 14. 20. And 
that both Chriſt and-the Father too have loved them as the 
Father hath loved Chriſt,and'that:very lo e wherewitth the 
Father hath loved Chriſt himſelf ſhall be in them for ever. 
Fohn 15.09. Joh. 17.23, 26. But now if you ask as ſhe 
{ſometimes did* concerning another great work of love and 
wonder, Lake 1.34. How can theſe things ever be, ſecing 

they are ſuch ſinful, ſuch guilty, ſuch vile, and loathſome, 
and hatefulCreatures in themſelves: This Text,thisDcarine 
anſwers all-in this one word, The righteoa [neſs of Chriſt is 
through Faith unto them all ana upon them all without difference 
who ao believe.Let your hearts anſwer andeccho back asMa- 
,zies there did,ver. 38,45. Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be 
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it to me oaſis fo thy word. Stagger not you at theſe preat 
things as incredible, as impoſſible ever to be done for you 


who are ſo aſhamed of, and do 10 exceedingly abhor your 
ſelves, and who are worthy of nothing but to be rejected 
and abhorred of God eternally, but believe, take them in 
by Faith, and by Fart receive the gift of this righteouſ: 
neſs, and then there ſhall moſt afſuredly be a performance 
unto you, even unto you, of thoſe things that have been 
told you from the Lord. 
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Even the Righteouſneſs of God which is by 
Faith of feſns. Chriſt unto all , and upon 
all them that believe , for there 1s no diffe- 
YENIcee 


"THE Point of Doctrine obſerved from theſe words you 
may remember was to this purpoſe. 

Doctrine, There is a Righteouſneſs of God whith is by Faith 

cf Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all wi. hout 
difference who ao believe. 

Six things have been propoſed to be ſpoken to for the. 
clearing up of the Doctrine , viz. 1. What i this Righte- 
onſneſs of God, and why ſo called, 2 How it is unto and 

upon all that believe ? 3. What isthe import and meaning of that 
word,without difference ? 4. What is this Faithof TeſusChriſt? 
5. What reference hath this faith unto this Righteouſneſs being - 
on Believers © 6. Whence ts all this, and how comes this oat 
Of theſe particulars I have already gone through the three 
former, and know not any need either to retract, or to ex- 
plain further what was then delivered, ſ{o ſhall it go with 
your Souls, fo will God deal with every one of you, as you 
receive or reject thoſe Truths of his. 

—Fhat-whnch 15 now-before me 15 thofe other three re- 
maining particulars jor the clearing up of the DoEtrine, and 

_ further application of it. And hereto I now addreſs my 

ſelf. 

_ Q. 4. VFhatis this Faith of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
ſd Anſw. 


” _—— 
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Anſw. By [Faith-of Jeſus Chrilt 15 meant Fanh upon 
him, that Chrift is the 6bjeQ; not the fubje& of it. Not that 
Chriſt is he that” believes, - but he on whom we beheve. 
-So is this manner of ſpeaking uſed-elſewhere, Gal. 2. 16. 
 Kpowing that a man is juſtified by the Faith of Jeſas Chriſt, 
-we have believed in Jefus Chriſt, 'that we might be juſtified 
by the Faith of Jeſus Chrift, And lo ver. 20. I live by th? 
Faith of the Son of God. So in Ads }. 16. By Faith iy 
his Name. Tt 15 the fame cafe and conftruQtion in the Greet: 
as it i5here1n the Text and in the Galatians, and might as 
-well be rendred Faith of his Name. You ,have the like, 
Mark 11. 22. Have Faith in'God, or as your Margins tell 
you, Have the Faith of God, It might as well be rendretl 
bhere Faith in Jeſus Chriſt as'it is their Faith in'7os, The 
-Grammer and the meaning 1s the fame in both places, It 
1s genttivns 0bjeiti, not efficiextis or ſubjetti, _ ” 
It being then Faith on Chriſt, let us next conſider what 
this Paith 1s; And I ſhall briefly tonch on three. things 
*concerhting it. | 7.4 ; Rs ay 
1. The ſubjeit of Faith is the heart of aconvinced, broket- 
hearted humbled {inner ,Farthis ſeated and acted inthe heart. 
Rom. -10.'10. 1 Vith the heart man believeth unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, And it'is the heart of a convinced, contrite, humbled 
'Sinner. 'Wheretthere is not any convittion of Sin there. is 
*no-Conviction of Righteouſneſs. For as the whole and well 
donot':need, 1{o cheFto not.ſce. and feel.themfelves ſick 
-and wounded unto Death will not feek to a Vhylician, nor 
«commit themſelves into his hands. He thatdoth.not 'fe 
'himfſelt in danger of Death by. the Avenger ' of Blood .will 
:not flee to Chriſt for refuge to lay hold npon ' him, which 
-15 the work of Faith, or that whicl-the Soul doth mbele- 
:ving. ; as theApoſtle Tets 1t forth, Heb.5.15.,The very nature 


. of Faith'and the Afting of the Soul m t,is fuch as doth im- 


_-ply and incladea fptitandfenſe of Sin atd Miſery, and 'an 
/ over-powering, practical,, :lively,' heart-iofluencing-Con- 
= \viction. 
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viction of utter helpleſneſs in a mans ſelf, and unworthineſs 
to be helped by God. In believing the Soul looks on it 
ſelfas ina. periſhing Condition, Lake 15. 14, 16, 17, 19. 
as a poor and needy Friendleſs and Fatherleſs Creature, Ho/. 
14. 3. and betakes it felt to Soveraign Grace and Mercy, 
It believes that it may be juſtified, Gal. 2.1*., which im- 
plyes that it ſces it ſelf lyable to condemnation : Yea, it 
knows as the Apoſtle there ſpeaks, that men are not juſtified 
by the works of the | aw, that is, 1n its believing 1t 1s under a 
particular and lively Conviction, that by the works of the 


Law neither any other, nor it ſelf ſhall ever be juſtified, 
and it 1s thereby influenced to ſeek to be juſtified by Chriſt 
1n this way of believing. Not but that after Faith and 
Pardon, and a ſenſe oo it too, there are deep humblings 
and meltings of God according to that promiſe, Exzek. 
16, 61,63. and we ſee was in her, Luke 7, 38. Never- 
theleſs a truth it is, that Unhumbledueſs and Pride are in- 
conſiſtent with true Faith, Joh. 5. 44, and ſo alſo is im- 
penitency and hardneſs of Heart, the Seed of the word of 
the Goſpel will never take root and grow up 1n ſuch an 
heart, Matth. 21. 32. and 13. £0, 21. _ 

' 2. Theobjed of Faith i; Joſe Chriſt, that 1s, the anointed 
Saviour, or the Name of Chriſt, as 1 Joh. 3. 23. and Joh. 
1. 12. that is, Chriſt as made known, and ſet forth and 
declared in the Goſpel. And in the Goſpel he is ſet forth as 
the Ordinance and Servant of God for ſaving Sinners of 
the Sons of Men. Chriſt is the next and immediate object 
of Faith, God is the ultimate Objett of it. For by him we 
come to God, Heb. 7. 25. and by him we do believe in 
God, 1 Pe.. 1. 21. wy 
3. The hearts afting towards this objeit in its believing is 
mojt properly in a way of truſt and dependance and affiance. 
The Holy Ghoſt, who is the Author and worker of Faith, 
and who beſt knows the Nature of it, doth in SY 
| 4k | et 
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ſet it forth by great variety of expreſſions, ſome proper, 
ſome metaphorical. Traſtizg and believing in, are among 
the proper expreſſions whereby the Holy Ghoſt declares 
the Nature of Faith, and the acting of the Heart therein 
towards Chriſt and God by him. The former is uſed by 
him, Eph. 1. 12,13. 1/a. 50. 10, and 26. 3, 4. and often 
elſewhere. The latter is uſed Gez. 15.6. Joh. 1. 12. and 
6. 29. an1 14. I. Gal. 2, 16. 2 Tim 1,12 and in many 


| other places. There are alſo ſome Metaphorical Expreſh- 


ons uſed by the Holy Ghoſt to the ſame purpoſe. And as 
they are in their Nature apt and fit to let in a Light of 
Underſtanding into our Minds, and to guide them in-their 
conceivings concerning the Nature of this Faith, through 
which the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt comes to be unto all, 
and upon all that believe : So the Holy Ghoſts uſing them, 
warrants us touſe them in ſpeaking of and deſcribing Faith. 
To give ſome inſtances. Believing 1s called /ooking un- 
to Chriſt, 1/a. 45. 22. and it implyesa /ookizg to him with 
earneſt deſire and expeation. For that expreſſion in the 
Prophet, 1s taken from that Ordinance in Moſes, Namb. 
21. 3, where you find the Iſraelites directed when 
itung by the Fiery Serpents to /ook ro the Brazen Serpent 


- that they might not dye but live and be healed. Chriſt 


ſhows us that himſelf was ſhadowed and prefigured by that 
Brazen Serpent, Jooz 3. 14. and his death by the lifting 
of it up, John 12. 32, 33. and accordingly by their looking 
to it, was believing taught, as Chriſt plainly intimates, 
John 3.15. And therefore as an T1/raelite who felt him- . 
ſelf {tung by the Fiery Serpents and dying, /ooked with ear - 
neſt neſs of expettation to rhe Brazen Serpent; in like man- 
ner doth the Heart of a convinced Sinner work towards 
Chriſt in believing... Again, Believing 1s called comizg to 
Chriſt, Math, 11.28. Fohz 6. 37, 44, 45. for in ver. 35. 
he had explained comznzg to him by believing on him. ru 
waar 
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what manner of coming is it ? Is it a dead, cold, careleſs 
coming ? No, it-is a coming with appetite and afteQion, 
as an hungry man comes to his Meat, and a thirſty man 
to drink ; which alſo is Chrifts compariſon there. And 
thence elſewhere the ſame Spirit who 1s the- worker of 


| Faith in us, and under whoſe hand the Soul is conducted 


and doth aCt in its believing, calls it a fleeing anto Chriſt for 
refuge, to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us, Feb, 6. 18. 
All the expreſſion ſets forth earze/tzeſs in the Heart in its. 
believing. For they are taken from the practiſe of one 
who finding himſelf in danger of Death from the Avenger 
of Blood, fled unto the City of Refuge (the Ordinance tor 
which you may ſee amb. 35.13, 15.) or from the pra- 
Qice of a ſelf-convicted, ſelt-condemned Criminal among 
the Jewes, who fled to the Tabernacle and caught hold on 
the Horns of the Altar (as you ſee Joab did 1 Kyng. 7. 
28,) even in like manner doth the Soul act in believing, 
it comes, It flees to Chriſt for refuge, it lays hold upon him. 
Moreover, Believing 1s called by the Holy Ghoſt commir- 
ting our Selves, and Souls, and Concerns unto Chriſt 
and God in him, P/al. 31.5. 1 Pet. 4.19. Pſal. 37. 5. 
and 10. 14. Prov. 16. 3. I know the word in the Ori- 
ginal in thoſe places 1s different, but fo it is rendred by our 
Tranſlators, and that not amiſs. And the Apoſtle Paul 
plainly ſhows that believing on: Chriſt is a committing of 
our Souls unto him, when ſpeaking of himſelf he ſaith, 
T know whom I have believed, and know that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed to him, 2 Tim, 1. 12. Taſtly, 
(for I will mention: no more) Believing is called leaning, 
ſtaying, reſting, viz, on Chriſt and! on God, //a. 50. 10. 
This I conceive was taught them: and us by thar' Ordi- 
nance which injoyned him that brought the Sacrifice to lay 
his hand, or lean with his hand upon his Sacrifice, Exod, 
29.10. Lev. 1. 4. and'3. 2, $4.33, and 4. 4, 15, 24,.29, 


35- 
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\ 33. and 16.21, I know that Rite is by many interpret- 
| edas ignifying the transferring or tranſlating of the Sin 
of him that brought the Sacrifice unto or upon the <Sa- 
crifice which was to be offer*d for him. But the laying 
of our Sins upon Chriſt is not our att but Gods, 1/a. 53. 6. 4 
and the word uſed in Exodus and Leviticus doth ſignify a ll 


leaning with ſtreſs and Weight, and is rendred, P/al. 88.PÞ. 
lyeth hard, and Ezek. 24. 2. beſet, that is, preſſed upon " 
with force and ſtrength. And the Apoſtle (if I miſtake 
not the meaning of the place, which T think IT do not) 
tells us, Heb. 6. 1, 2. that Faith towards God, or on God, is 
the dottrine of laying on of hands, that is, the thing taught 
by that Rite or Ceremony ; even as repentance from dead 
| works 1s the dodrine of, or thing taught by their Levitical 
-1: waſhings, which I take to be there meant by Baptiſms. 
| However it 15 manifeſt that the Holy Ghoſt frequently 
ſets forth bel:cuing by leaning, ſtaying, reſting, and words 
of like import. And very appolite and lively Metaphors 
; they are, for they do hold forth both the nature and the 
| tendency of Faith. The Nature of Faith, inaſmuch as 
in believing the Soul doth make an adventure of it felt, 
1 _ andall its concernments for Eternity, upon Chriſt and this 
| Righteouſneſs of his. Such an Adventure, that if Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs ſhould fail it, it hath no other hopes 
or expectations, but muſt fall and periſh and fink it ſelf 
for ever. And the tendency of Faith, namely that it tends 
to bring in eaſe and peace, repoſe and tranquillity, yea, 
Aſſurance, and humble, holy Security into the Soul. Or, 
| as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Roms. 15. 13. 1t tends to the 
| | Souls being filled with all peace and joy ; for the end of 
| Faith to which it tends, 1s joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory, x Pet. 1.8, 9g. The word uſed in that forementi- 
oned Rite which T faid ſignifies to lean upon with ſtreſs 
l-- and weight doth alſo ſignify to ſuſteyn, ſupport, _—_ 
| G 2 al 
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 andis often fo tranſlated. Tr is ſuch a leaning and relying 


as rib" -4 in relief and ſupport, and on that account it very 
aptly ſets forth believing. 


Queſt. 5. YVVhat is the reference that Faith hath unto this 
| Righteouſneſs of Chriits being upon them that believe? For 
the Text and Dottrine ſay it is rhrowgh Faith unto them 
and upon them. _ 


Anſwer 1. Some there are who (poſſibly out of a godly 
fear of giving too much 1a this matter to man, or any 
thing done by him,) ſeem to deny that Faith hath any 
reference unto Chrilts Righteouſneſs being upon as, ſave 
onely by way of diſcerning or evidence. And according- 
ly they ſeem to make Juſtification to be nothing elſe but 
Gods ſpeaking peace in the Conſcience of the Sinner, and 
cauſing it to {ce and hear what was done for him in Hea- 
ven long before. Poſhbly they might be led into that mi- 


ſtake by the Expreflion of 


Rutherf. Exerc. de gr. cap. 2. þ. 24. {gf - Divi a 
Owen Append. againſt Biddle, p.19. HEEL Dy CR] who are 


Bradſh. of Juſtifc. C. 23. Th. 6. @& far irom. being Antinomiays 
C. 24. Th. 15. 
Nort. Orth. Evang. paz. 311, 315, 


217, 319, 322. 


; , 
that the Sentence of Tuſtifica- 


tion 1S terminated on the ſinners 
Conſcience. WhereinT conceive 
they mean no more but that it is. a ſentence. of God fo de- 
clared in hisWord,as that the Conſcience may and ought to 
receive it, and fit down ſatisfied and acquielcing in it, For 
furely to confound Juſtification and Aflurance, and make 
them one and the ſame, muſt needs be a wide miſtake; 
when the Scripture plainly declares, that they may be 
ſeparated, I/a. 50. 10. "Though 1t 15 true, that Faith, if 
it be ſound and faving, doth tend towards Aflurance or 
Peace of Conſcience, and that there is ſome kind of -Aſſu- 
" rance in all Faith, ifit be the Faith of Gods Ele&t, Faith: 


& 


of 


of the operation of God. . Namely, . there is an affured 


ſatisfying perſwaſion in the heart concerning the Object of 
Faith, or the thing believed on. This kind of Aflurance 
God requires in all acceptable Worſhip, Hev. 10. 22. and 
the Apoſtle tells us there was this Aſſurance in the Theſſa- 
lonians at their firſt believing, 1 Theſ. 1. 5. Nevertheleſs 
to make Faith to have no other influence unto our Juſtih- 
cation, or Chriſts Righteouſneſs being upon us, than to 
diſcern and fee it, doth not come up unto the expreſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt in the: Text, where he ſaith it zs upon 
us through Faith, not, 1t is ſee or diſcerzed to be upon 
US. 

2. Of late ſome ( chiefly Socinians and Semi-ſocinians, 
who reject the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, al- 
lowing only the benefits or effects of it to be upon us, 
and communicated to us, but not the Righteouſneſs it 
IF) find much fault with that word iz/ftrament in this 
matter, and contend eagerly that the reſpect which Faith 
hath to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt being on us, and to- 
our Juſtification, muſt be expreſſed by the word condrtion. 
But this is not a Scriptural Word, and therefore we are at 
liberty to receive or to refuſe 1t, as it agrees. or diſagrees 
with what the Scripture ſpeaks in this buſineſs. And the 


' truth is, that word Coraitoz 1s ambiguous and of an 
uncertain ſound and fignification, and therefore there is 


danger in uſing it, for there may be deadly Poyſon under 
it ; Becauſe there are many forts of Conditions. Some 
are valuable confiderations, yea, ſome that are the price 
and procuring Cauſes of that whereof they are the Con- 
ditions. Grevinchovins the Arminiaz will have Faith to: 
be ſuch a condition, as that the foreſight thereof moves 


the Wilt of God as a Judge to give us the reward of Life. 


And another among our {elves aſſerts, that all the benefits 


_ of the. Covenant of Grace (among which ſurely Juſtifi- 


CATION, 
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cation, Adoption, the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt being vpon 
us, and our being united to him, are none of the leaſt ) 
are rewards given, not indeed for our believing, faith he, 
not by way of Merit, not of Debt, yet in way of reward. 
Another, who ſpeaks clearly and [ef covertly, ſaith ex- 
preſly, that God juſtifies and ſaves none but for their be- 
lieving. And another who ſearched and ſaw as far as 
either of them, and ſpeaks out, faith plainly, that we are 
Pardon'd, Juſtified and Adopted to Eternal Life as a 
reward to Believers for their Faith and Obedience :; And 
withal tel!s us in the ſame Book, that Reward and Merit 
are Relatives, 10 as that wherever there is Reward following, 
tbere Merit went before, and that there is uo Reward, but it 
is a Reward of Merit. ? T's true indeed, he will have the 
Merit of our repenting and believing, but a ſabordinate 
Merit, and Chriſt's the principal. But what 1s this better 
than the old Popiſh Notion, that Chriſt Merited that we 
might Merit, and we Merit 1n the virtue of his Blood, and 
by Gods Grace! And indeed he expreſly owns this Tenet 
of theirs. Put ſurely this 1s another Goſpel, that we are 
pardoned, juſtified, adopted, and veſted in the Priviledges 
of the New Covenant Eſtate as a reward of or for our 
believing, repenting, or new. obedience ; and a Doctrine 
_ groſſer than many Learned Papiſts hold, as great Merit- 

mongers as they are ; For they inſiſt upon it as one condl- 
tion requiſite unto Merit, that the Perſon Meriting the 
Reward muſt firſt be in a State of Grace and Favour with 
God ; and theretore Juſtifieation and Adoption cannot be 
Merited by us, nor are conferred upon us as a reward of 
any thing that we do. Yea, methinks it is a very perni- 
cious and Soul-deftroying Error, it there be or ever have 
been any ſuch in the World, For if a Mans Heart be 

influenced by it, and moulded according to it in all his 
treating with God and applications to him for pardon of 
og ns  91n, 
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Sin; and Juſtification and Adoption, he is wholly led a- 
_* ſide-quite off from the way of the Goſpel, and it is utterly 
impoſſible he ſhould ever truely believe. For Faith re- 
ceives and looks for Union to Chriſt, intereſt in this 
righteouſneſs of his, pardon of Sin, Juſtification and A- 
doption, not as a reward for or of any thing that we do, 
but meerly of Free Grace, and wholly for the ſake of 
Chriſt and his righteouſneſs. I conclude therefore that 
though this Word Conaition may be uſed, and is fo by 
ſome, in a {ound ſenſe, and with a good meaning, con- : 
cerning Faith, and its reference to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt being upon us ; yet it 15 neither convenient nor ſafe. 
For it may occaſion an unhappy ſtumbling, and a Soul- 
ruining miſtake, And therefore I can-- i LOT 
not but joyn with that great Divine, 7”; 79% Goodwin on 
who wiſheth it were laid aſide, and OPERON 
wholly diſuſed, becauſe there 1s danger 1n it, or at leaſt, 
(if-men be 1mpotently fond of the word) that it were both 
more ſoundly meant and better explained than it is by our 
preſent Contenders tor it, 

2. The generality of all thoſe that own. the righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt being upon us, as that wherein we ſtand 
juſtified, have uſed to expreſs the influence of Faith there- 
unto by that word Izſframent. So the Weſtminſter Aſſem- 

= dh do, both in their Coxfefioz and in their Catechijzz. Nor 
have I ſeen any thing alledged againſt expreſling it by that 
word, that amounts to any more but that the word 1s nor 
ſtrictly and preciſely proper in the ſame ſenſe wherein, it 
is uſed in other caſes; which for my part TI will caſily 
grant, But what then? Ars poſterior prioris utitur opera. 
Artes in xgiru' concreſcunt. We. muſt of neceſſity, and 
are warranted by the ,practife of the Holy Ghoſt. to uſe 
Figures and T ropes1n {peaking of and declaring the Truths 
of God. It 1s allo readily granted that the word iz/tru- 
| REBEL 
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ment is not found 1n Scripture uſed concerning Faith in this 
matter, But yet for all that it may be a word of the Holy 
Ghoſts Teaching; for it 1s ſuited and apt to declare, and 
let in into our Minds the true Notion and conception .of 
what the Scripture declares to be the reference of Faith 
unto our Juſtification. The Scripture faith it is by and 
through and of Faith, yea, 1t ſaith that God juſtifies ns by 
Faith and through Faith. I know no word that doth ſo 
well expreſs the work and uſe of Faith in this matter, 
which the Holy Ghoſt ſets forth by receiving,Foh.1.11,12. 
Rom.5.11, 17. where we are faid to receive Chriſt, and to 
receive hisRighteouſneſs and theAtonement made thereby. 
An expreſſion that ſpeaks both our having it, or being 
poſſeſſed of it, and the means or way on our part, where- 
1n it is effected or brought about, v/z. that 1t 1s by and in 
ſuch a like afting of our Hearts towards Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, as anſwers the work of the Hand 1n taking 
and receiving a corporeal thing offer*d to us, and by our 
taking it made ours. For my part, as on the one hand I 
would not be needleſly tenacious of a word where we can 
as well retain and expreſs the Truth without it ;- ſo on 
the other hand, I cannot but obſerve, that all thoſe (even 
to a Man, not one as far as I remember to be excepted) 
who quarrel] with that word :z»ſfrument, and wrangle to 
bring in the word condztzoz 1n this buſineſs of our Juſtifi- 
cation, and Chriſts Righteouſneſs being upon us, do labour 
under that Covert to bring in withal a very weighty and 
momentous alteration in the ſubſtance of the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel : For they would alſo bring in other things, 
viz, Repentance and Love and new Obedience, as Con- 
ditions of our Juſtification as well as Faith, and as the 
Righteouſneſs which is imputed to us, and wherein we 
ſtand : And they are generally for a conditional Redemption - 
alſo, and many of them for a conditional Election too. 


41 


Ta? 

- 4: I ſhalltherefore, waving thoſe diflatisfying words ſet: 
before you what I conceive to be the Truth of God in this 
matter briefly in a few Propoſitions, concerning the refe- 
rence that Faith hath unto the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt be- 
ing upon us-:. Onely premiſing two things. . 

Firſt,” That-I am ſpeaking of poſſeſſtor or attual injoyment 
of this righteouſneſs of C mm not of right or. title to it. 
Right and Poſſeſſhon: are different things, and therefore 
things of a idifferent Nature, and may bei ,_ 
one: without, the :ather.-Faith;thath no. : myLner no Hh: Lowe: 
influence;/ no/hot! ſo-muchias ina way! ab; 217 FT 
inftrumentality, to confer-upon-\us a right and, title; to 
Chriſts Righteouſneſs, all the influence that Faith hath in 
this matter is onely unto our aGtual Poſſefſian of it ; which 
the Holy Ghoft calls our havzag'it,:Phzl. 3.'9.and here in 
the Text'its being upowus, | OH ooo 2 (hail 


| Secondly, -Thzs Poſſoſſior, or having this Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, .the reference of Faith"'whereunto I am ſpeaking of, 
zs that:baving it which is unto Juſtification of Life, and;\that 
as the next and immediate effett' of this Righteouſneſs being 
thus upon ws. 1) Tt is having it freely,imputed to us, 10 as to 
ſtand in it» before God. for the preſent and-everlaſting. ac- 
ceptance of our Perſons as:righteous: by 1t- unto. Eternal 
Life. It may be (and indeed 1s) upon us, as: to, ſome 
efteQs of-it; and this. not be through. Faith, but-unto Faith. 
For:Faith is-obtained. for-us:by it, and beſtowed. on us for 
the:fakeiof it.,.' Buthits having an: efficacy for us, 10-as to 
have ſome effe&ts of it communicated: to us, -is indeed: its 
operating for us and on us, but it 4s not its being upon. us 
which the-Text- ſpeaks of. This righteouſneſs is one 
thing, the-ſaving effeQts of it are another, The: thing I 
am-toſpeak'to is not what ireference Faith'hath to any of 
the effects of this righteouſneſs being..wrought- onus, but 


what reference it hath unto the being on us of this righte- , 


H ouſneſs 


» 


- th&Þfacibu nd rar, God. ay-1t 
it'in*other Taftatices, ' We-areinot' firft-- made Children 
atid 'then pardon'd, but firſt'pardoned and then-adopted to. 
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Ouſneſs it- telf, and that byithe free: gift and valid imputa- 
tion of '50d unto;Fultification of Lite, ! 2 te 
Having-premiſed theſe two things, I ſhall deliver my 
ſelf touching this matter in Six Propoſitions. | 
Propol. 1. There is a reference or reſpttt. of connexion be- 


tween Faith 'and this Righteouſneſs berag upon us unto Fuſti- 


fication of Life; And thisconnexion 1s inviolable,and holds 
in all perſons. . (I ſpeak of ſuch as are adult, for how it 
is upon Infants I-now 'conſider not).. Infomuch-as it is a 
certain Truth, thut whoſgever:believeth not, this righte- 
ouſneſs is not upon hint; 'and whoſoever hath:it upon him 
is a Believer. {'Having-believed; and having' this righte+ 
ouſneſs, i are ſo inſtparably.connetted and linked together; 
that where-ever there is one-the-other alſd is; and if there 
be not- both there is neither. © If thou! haſt: not 'believett 
with the Faith of Gods Elect, thy'owm Conlctence-ought 
to paſs this Fudgmenton thee (tor God in his Word doth 
it ) that:thoohaſt not this righteouſneſs upon thee. ,. And 
on the other hand; if thou haſt indeed belieyedwith this 
Faith of the operation of God, and thy:Conſcience: know 
it; thou mayft then'conclude uo_—_ that whatever thy 
Sitifhave' been, or Whatever thy. defeCts :and! corruptions 
tow- be ;> yet this righteouſneſs of God-is upon thee, thou 
haſt it, and thou 'doſt ſfand-in-it. der 3t 25 


P - _ # 2? *» 


PropoF '24i There 1s 4 7efetence:'of order between: a.mmans be- 
lievins;'andthis-righteon(n6(5' being thus aponhins, '':T.do not 


[f 
y 
* 

_ 


ſpeak'of an order of Time; butzan otderioncly 'of-Natuie 


ard'Conſecttion 6f the oneupurthe other: Andfach an 
order tliere is amongithe Bleffings and Benefits: of: the 'Co- 
vefiant. For" it'1s:0raeted. iz ll thiugs, 2 Sam. 27.5. all 


Hhe'concernments and bleffiigs:and -benefirsiof itare wiſely 


ly diſpeſtd andtiriked by God. ©-'You' may ſee 


| tal cauſe, See-Dr. Owen of Tut ification, ag. 148, I49, 
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be Children. We are mot firfd ſabftified: andrthentjuſti- 
fied, but. firſt jhſtified, and: then-being- juſtified we are 
ſanQified,.: Not»that there'2s any fpace of time between 
them, no-they areas to-time done together and at once ; 
but yet there 1s an order of dependance and cauſality. Our 
being ſanQified is the Effet; not the Cauſe of our bein 
juſtified, -and our. being juſtified the. Cauſe, not the Effect 
of our being ſanttified. : In like manner it is between our 
believing and this righteouſneſs : being upon us for our 
Juſtification, or the change 'of- our ſtate, Tt is through 
Faith that this righteouſneſs is .upon us as the Text ex- 
preſly ſaith, : and. the Scripture: every where ſpeaks, not 
contrarily. F-.1 | | IL 1464-1007 00s : 4.4 WIS S FE - 

' Propof; 3. There is between our believing. and this 'righ!e- 
ouſneſs's being upon as a reference of cauſality. For Faith is a 
means thereof by the Ordination of God, and whatever 
God hath ordained'as a means, hath ſome cauſal influence 
towards that whereof it is by him made a:imeans. 'Thoſe 


Expreſſions of the. Holy Ghoſt that we are-juſtified by 


Faith, and #hrozeh Faith, and this in the Text, that this 
righteouſneſs is upon Believers through Paith, do imply 
{ome kind of cauſality, nor do I ſee how they. can be fa- 
tisfied, ora juft account given of them without admitting 
ſome kind of :cauſal influence and efficiency to: be in Faith 
towards our having this righteouſneſs, or its being «po us. 
I hope you will not ſtumble at the word cauſality. All 
that call Faith an inſtrument do ſpeak as much as I mean, 
for inſtraumenta etiam in cauſis adjuvantibus 'connumerantar, 
Inſtruments are a ſort of Cauſes. ' Thoſe who are very. 
tender in this Point and greatly averſe and watchful againſt 
aſcribing too much n our Juſtification unto any thing-1n us 
or done by us, yet do concerning-the hand of Faith herein 
freely uſe-thoſe-words 'Gz»/alzry, Efficiency, and inſtrumen- 


150, 


.- bes 
Fe : ? 5 7 


B» 8 0 ; . ” as. As " oh ads 477 "a q _— "i G Fry : j Dn TS, wo WW - ts vhs Wo » Hh : BEE i al of RR, a. 2 | -Y bo ohh; 4 + bed) bf 5 — * -—" 

— © alt RF" " - 1. 1 OS x See ae. ds aaa Ze”, fin rd bY : 02" OO II ORD a aca E713 . hb > lh; bg 1 OE "PR. OE 2 Eo Es as ot hs | *D Ir i in OI a I p 

Wo" os - CY Ws Eid a 4 + io tanita "= ao WEISER bs - - Tn 4 the: : IN, vs. CER EOS So OO KLE 2 * i SH art l n ESPE © 0 W _ "Rs" 3% : = k hf a * ©: « _ Ws at 9%. ; : *,-9 Ks 
- a rt ah<>- : u; RY - Cdn ho bat BG. 0 aa RE” HEY, EO ERC © dt” et " OS. ra hs 4 To FT J , 8% : : —_ "RW F \ FF G EIB EY 4% tex} 

>a Bt ELIAS LE Bt * JT; . 3 Rat; 2-8 l F > WIE ba C 4 i : A - * , \ F *.. You f e pe) TY, 
- 5 . 5 ” + Pp 2 Q ” __ _ " L "Mi SIS 
py 8 - . , , —— : Wh wr S450 RN 26 v.Daf 346. » nth G EST 0 0 _ ; . - TS 
., PWT. oe », - EY w_ , = FA , _ gu» 4s # by ——— pr_ . : - wee 2 SW «oF co - < Sed 5 Go, & MN . ”s _ 


£50, 157; ;T52; 1533./Mri Darhamon Rev, at's I1..and 
 indeed-it is the; common-language.of all: Proteſtants who 
own the 1mputation-ot the righteolſnefBoÞ Chriſt unto us. 
I ſhall indeayour to-clear.it further 'in-the: following: 1-ro- 
poſirions.} > ti o0npbrecgoh To holic fe mf otls 257 20 


 Propol. 4. This Caufaity, of Eaith' anto the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt being' upon as , | # of | the. | leaſt: :and: lomeſt 
kind, It 15 not atall by way of Merit::or Deſert,.nor 
is. it by way of fote Efficiency, 'no.nor principal, but' all 
its Efficiency or- Influence herein is from Gods Confti- | 
tution or Ordination, and wholly by virtue thereof. And 
this Qrdination or Conftitution of God,. is: not: that! we 
ſhould have the righteouſneſs. of. Chriſt upon us -either- for 
er as a reward: of our believing ; No, far be ſuch. a-thought 
from: us. But God having 1 Wiſdom and: Grace: made 
this inviolable Conſtitution, that this righteouſneſs ſhall 
be upon every one that believes, 1t doth.attually take place 
upon' particular perſons. at their: believing, and. fo. this 
righteouſneſs 1s; upon them through Faith. He that: re- 
. moves out of the ſhade into the ſhine of the Sun, hereby 
comes: to have the Sun:-beams fall upon him : But that 
.removal of his hath no influence: upon. the Sun, ner doth 
any: thing to draw down the beams of tt upon him. | So 
our believing hath no-influence- upon the: righteouſbeſs. of 
Chritt, it hath an-influence onely unto its. being: upon us. 
'EFhough our-unbeliet makes us. unworthy of- it, or of any 
the leaſt mercy, yet our believing is as far from making is 


worthy to have this righteouſneſs of Chriſt upon us;; as. 


qur defeQtive and! defiled Obedience is. from making us. 
worthy of Eternal Glory. 273 yy 

\ Propoſ: 5. The waxt and immediate influence of Faith in 
this: matter is,. that by.it accarding #0; the conſtitution of Goa, 
our- myſtical vital. union with; Glaift; is: accampliſped. Such 
an.Union there is. betweetr Chrilt and: Believers.. Fhey, 
are ingrafted into him,. Fob. 1.5. 4, 5, Rom. 11. 17, 23, 24. 


Be-- 


Betrothed-and married unto him, Hof. 2. 20. Row. 7. 4. 


Fhey: do 'dwell in Chriſt, and-have Chriſt dwelling in 


them, Joh.6.56. This Union is brought:about, effeted-and 
accompliſhed by our believing ; arid therefore we are ſaid 
to believe into Chriſt, «s Xe9,Gal.2.16; and Faith is'called 
a coming to him, a phraſe which implyes and holds forth, 
not onely that while we continue im Unbelief we are-at a 
diſtance from Chrift, and that Chriſt is the Obje& of 
Faith ; but alſo that by believing, Chritt and the Believer 
are brought together, if I may ſo expreſs 'it. As Belie- 
vers dwell in Chriſt and:Chriſt in them, ſo this is by their 

eating his fleſh: and drinking his blood, or eating him, -Joh. 6. 
47. with ver, 54, 56; In cating ard'drinking, the Food 
and the drink' are incorporated |! and made one with the 
Body. By eating and drinking Chriſts Fleſh and Blood, 
he there means believing on him. The Metaphor is taken 
from their- eating the Maxx, and'drinking of the Rock in: 


the Wilderneſs ;. or from: their eating 'and: drinking of 


their Sacrifices, as-you know they were by a poſitive 'Ot- 
dinance to do of ſome of them. Chriſt indeed firſt lays 
hold'on us and joyns himſelf to us, and we being laid. hold 


enand drawn by him, do cloſe with him, and: ſo come to 


co-aleſce into one myſtical Perſon with Chriſt. This our 
vital Union. with him is 1ndeed begun on his part,. in- his 
laying hold'on us in.a preventing way, but it is compleat- 
ed and accompliſhed, and becomes mutual by our believ- 


ing. Now being thus made one with Chriſt, his righte- 
oufneſs comes to be upon us unto the Juſtification of Life 


by the Ordinance, Conſtitution and Donation of God. It 
is as weare thus in him, and. made Members of him, 
that his righteouſneſs-is upon us. As a baſe-born- Beggar 


and CriminaF-comes to have the Honour of a Princeſs upon 
her by: being Married and becoming one Fleſh: with. an 


* * 


ligh-bora. Prince;. 
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Propolſ. 6. Nevertheleſs this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt hath 


ſome operation on us as well as for us antecedently to onr be- 


lieving, Tt hath an operation for us. For-it\ did make 


- Atonement, procure our Peace and accompliſh our Recon+ 


ciliation unto God : Theſe things were done and finiſhed, 
they were perfected by Chriſt in his bringing in this righ- 
teouſneſs. It hath alſo an operation upon us:before our 
believing. . To ſay nothing: of Gods forbearing us, and 
ſhowing forth all long: ſuffering toward us during all -the 
days of our vanity and madneſs of heart, nor of any ©- 


ther excellent Mercies given to us then, which-when Grace 


comes to be grafted on them become very ſerviceable for 


the furtherance of our: Salvation, becauſe it is not altoge- 
ther ſo clear that theſe things which are. not of a ſaving 
Nature, and which'are injoyed by us while we are not 
under the bond of the Covenant, nor living Members of 
Chriſt, are procured for us by bo akocaies : This is 
certain and plain, that the Spirit, and Faith--1t ſelf are 
procured for us by, and given tous for this righteouſneſs, 
which is unto Juſtification upon us through Faith, Phz/. 
1,29. Faith is purchaſed for us by it, and our juſtifica- 
tion is purchaſed by it, and both of them abſolutely ob- 
tained. And it may alſo be ſaid, that becauſe Juſtification 
1s abſolutely procured by this righteouſneſs, therefore alſo 
Faith, being procured for us by the ſame righteouſneſs, is 
for the ſake of it given tous; that being the way ordained 
of God for our being juſtified, and it being a Mercy pecu- 
liar to the Elect, and a Mercy that hath Salvation -accom- 
panying it, and a leading part of the application of Chriſt. 
This poſhbly may be one thing that hath occaſioned fome 
to ſay that our Juſtification is rather the condition of our 
having Faith given us, than our Faith the condition of 
our Juſtification. TI conceive they mean, that if Juſtifica- 
tion had not been abſolutely procured and obtained for the 
EleQ, Faith would neyer have been either given them or 

2 obs - obtained 


095 3. 
obtained for them. However, moſt certain and undeni- 
able it is, that this Righteouſneſs operates on us antece- 
dently unto our believing, . becaufe that preventing Grace 
and work of the Spirit, whereby Faith is wrought tb us, 
are the effets of this Righteouſneſs,as being-procured by it. 
From what hath been ſaid, Two Things follow, which 
T will briefly note, for the further clearing up this whole 
Matter, and then paſs on to the laſt Enquiry propoſed. 

1. Our being juſtified is not the next or immediate effect 
or conſequence of our believing, but of Chriſts Righteouſneſs 
being upon us, For between our believing, and our' being 
juſtified, there comes in our co-aleſcing into one Myſtical 
Perſon with Chriſt by this Vital Union, and our having 
his righteouſneſs upon us unto the Juſttfication of Life ; 
Which latter 1s the next fruit and conſequent of that our 
union to him, or being in him. His righteouſneſs 1s'upon 
us as we are Members of him, and do ſtand in him : And 
this our union to him is brought about, and accompliſhed 


upon, and by our believing. Union to Chriſt goes before 


Communion with him. Union is the immediate conſe- 
quent .of Faith. Our having this righteouſneſs upon us. 
is one of the firſt things iz our Communion with Chrilt. 


% 


We are firſt iz Chriſt, and fo have him ade righteouſneſs 
tous, 1 Cor. I. 40. 

2, Our Faith hath no hand in working out thu righteouſneſs 
fer 28, nor is it any part thereof. "The righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is a garment, a rube wherewith Believers are ' 
cloathed, P/al. 45. 13, 14. Iſa. 61. 10. Rev. 19; 8. But 


_ our Faith neither is a part of it, nor ever took ſtitch in it. 


The Apoſtle here in the Text doth not ſay this © ed 
neſs of God # by or through Paith, or that it conſiſts either 

in whole, or in part, zz Faith, but that it « «pox us through 
faith, Wherein he plainly diſtinguiſheth between. this 


righteouſneſs. and our believing, and tells us it 1s. the for- 


mer,, 


brought to the acknowledgment of the Son of God, and 
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mer, namely, this righteouſneſs of God which is :upon us " 
unto juſtification of life, whereas the latter, namely faith, .* F 
Is, within. us, not apon Us. Dit” 36s ih | 
. Queſt. 6 How comes this about, aud whence i it, that 
this righteouſneſs is through faith. unto and upon all: that 
 Aaſw. This Enquiry leads me to lay open before you :...;- 
{ſomething of the deep Counſels of the Wiſdom and Grace -*:-- |} 
of God, 1n the Plot of our Salvation. I ſhall content my + | . 
ſelf onely to point a little at the Heads of Things, telling ' £+: | 
you the Story of it from its firſt and higheſt Original, in _ 8 
theſe Seven Steps. '.:. M14 
I. God the Father from Eternity begat his Son, the ſecond + | * 
Perſon in the Trinity, and loving him with an infinite Love, 7 \ 
deſigned a ſpecial Revenue of Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe, *' 
unto him, as from all his Creatures in their kind and way, ſo © 
more eminently from and in a certain number of Mankind ; 
Even thoſe whom he choſe in him before the Foundation of 
the World, that they ſhould be holy and without blame 
before him in love, having. predeſtinated them unto the 
Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, accord- 
ing to the.good pleaſure of his Will, unto the praiſe'of the 
Glory of. his Grace, Eph. 1. 3,4, 5, 6. Prov, 8, 22, 23, 
24 —Jo. The End and Upſhot, and laſt iſſue that all his 
Counſels about them come to is this, that they may be 


he and his Father be Admired and Glorified by and in 

them, Eph. 4.13. 2 Theſ. 1. 10, 12. Rev. 5. 11, 12, 13, 

14. For they were made for him, Co/. 1. 16. Rev. 4. 11. 

2. God hath ordained two more eminent ways for this end 

of bringing in & Revenue of Gl ry unto his Son, in the ſalug- 

tion of his Eleft, viz. That he ſhall. do all with God for them, 

and that he ſhall be all from God anto them, And hence as 
he had choſen them in Chriſt, ſo he gave them unto 

HEINE Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and that from Everlaſting tobe an Head and Sa- 
viour to them, Joh: 17. 2, 6,9, 10. and 6. 37, 39. And 
thence Chriſt ſtands engaged for them , and charged with 
them before God, Joh. 6. 38, 39, 40. Joh.10.16. And God 
beholding thera in Chriſt, 1s fully at reſt, and infinitely de- 
lighted, and therefore ſpeaks as glorying and triumphing 


4s. in this counſel of his, P/al. $9. 19. 


3. Though this was 1n the heart of God from Everlaſt- 


| -|..- ing, and thus conſulted and agreed on between the Father 
| 2: . and the Son; yt God made mankind, and among 
=: them the Elett in juch an eſtate, as that they needed not Chriſt's 


ſo interpoſing between God and them, nor indeed were they ca- 
pable of it, being conſtituted under another head, and un- 
der another Covenant, which had nothing in it of Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs, either to be brought in for them, or 
to be apply*d to them. And indeed it became God to put 
his rational Creature perfect out of his hand, Ecclef. 7. 29. 
Ges. 1.27. It was ſuitable to his Wiſdom, Holyneſs, and 
Goodneſs, that if he made a rational Creature he thould be 
made finleſs and holy, and in a ſtate of friend{hip with 
God. Forelle ſin would have been God's work (which 
_ 151mpoſſible) and the breach have begun on God's part, 
which would not have been meet, for then Mans deſtru- 
Ction would not have been of himſelf, nor could God have 
beheld the works of his hands, and have pronounced con- 
cerning them all that they were very good, nor could - he 
have reſted and rejoyced in them. 

4+ All mankind, even the Eleft who are given to Chriſt, as 
they were at firſt conſtituted ander Adam , ſo they as well as 
o hers fell inhim, and were plunged into ruine and death, be- 
 zng involved in the guilt of his diſobedience, Tn him they 
ſinned, and in him they dyed, though the Son of God had 
undertaken for them, and ſtood charged with them. from 
Etgrnity, For lus undertaking for them was not to EP 
5 | I them 
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them ſrom falling into a ſtate of Sin and Death, but when 
fallen into it, to bring them out of that Eſtate unto Eter- 
nal Life. Neither was his being charged with them to. 
operate upon them till the time appointed for it ; which 
was not till they ſhould be plunged into Guilt. and. Death, 
ſo as neither. they themſelves, nor any meer Creature could 
recover them out of that Eſtate, and raiſe them up unto | 
that happineſs to which they were appointed. | 
This tall of the Elect into a ſtate of Sin, and Death, and- 
Wrath may poſſibly ſeem ſomewhat remote from the point . | 
in hand; But itis not. -For hereby a Door 1s.opened for. E 
the Son of God to ſtep in, and:do all with God: for them, * 
and: be all unto them, and that trom God. AI, I ſay, 
that in this ruined, periſhing condition they, need to bring 
them to that height of Happyneſs to which they were- 
fore-ordained 1n the great L.ove of God to them, and unto 
Chrift his Son. So that as Chriſt ſpeaks of the blindneſs 
of him who was blind from the Womb, Joh. 9. 3. Thar. 1 
it was that the works. of God miglit be made manifeſt in- 
him ;. we may ſay of this fall of the Elect, it was .in the. 
Counſel of God deſigned tothis end, that the depths of the: 
X Riches of the Knowledge,and: Wildom,and Grace,and Po-. 
wer of God might be made maniteſt in them :. And as. 
Chriſt. ſpeaks of Lazarzs. his ſickneſs and dying, Joh. 
11.4. That it was. not unto. Death, meaning it was not 
_ that he ſhoyld abide in a ſtate of Death, ſo muſt. we ſay 
of this falling of the Elect into a State of Spiritual Death. 
in-Sin and: T reſpaſles; 1t is. not:unto Death for ever, but for. 
the Glory. of God, that the Son of God:might. be. glorified: 
12.recovering them. gh 
&. In order unto the recovery and Salvation of the. Ele(t by 
Chriſt, and his being glorified therein , Goa hath in 1nfinite; 
w1ſaom. ordained a.double Union. between Chriſt and.ihem, or- 
tmo-ways of their being i8.binz, The: one, that. Chriſt may, | 
Rand before God,. and tranſa&t for them with God ig. Re- - ' | 
aemption: i, } 
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demption as a publick Perſon : The other, that he may 
be all to them from God, wherein what he hath obtained 
and received for them comes to be azto them, «pon them, 
and iz them, in the Application of that Redemption. The 
one of theſe Unions between Chriſt and us I may call an 
Union in Law, the other a Vital Union. TI confels the 
terms are not ſo appoſlite as I could wiſh, But I know not 
any better, and in that penury of words under which we 
labour, we muſt ſometimes take up with terms which are 


not altogether to our minds. TI call the one an Uno 17 


Law, becauſe. by it Chriſt and the Ele& are after a ſort 
made oxe Perſon in [ aw, and he bears a relation to them ſo 
as that they are faid to be i» him n his reviving, riſing from 
the dead, and ſitting in Heavenly places, Eph. 2. 5,6. 
and that Grace, which we in our own perſons are in time 
made partakers of, is {aid to tave been gvez us iz hins 
before the World began, 2 1im. 1. 9. The other I call a 
Vital Vniow, becauſe there 1s in it a mutual Living aCting 
on each other between Chriſt and us. Chriſt apprehends 
or lays hold on us, Phil. 3. 14. Hedraws us, Joh. 12. 32. 
and we being drawn do come to him, and cloſe in with 
him. Both theſe Unions are Myſtical, that 15 Spiritual, 
Sacred and Sublime, both of them are of Grace, free and 
meer Grace, and therefore Supernatural, and therefore of 
Supercreation Grace. Both of them are for the Honour of 
Chriſt the Son of God, and both of them make for inſu- 
ring of Life unto all the Seed, unto all that are given unto 
Chriſt, unto all the Elect of God : For theſe are but diffe- 
rent adjunas of the ſame ſubjet. Yet between theſe 
Unions there is'a manifold and manifeſt difference. The 
one was from everlaſting, 27 im. 1. 9. the other in time, 


Row. 7. 4. The one 1s of all the Elie at once and together ; 


the other is not ſo, but brought about in the ſeveral ſeaſons 
determined on between the Father and the Son, namely, 
Eg I 2 when 
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when the day of their Power, and the time of their Love. 
dawns upon this and that particular Perſon ; for ſome are: 
in Chriſt before others with that Vital Union, Row. 16, 7. 
The one 1s compleated and perfected in the tranſattion be- 
tween God and Chriſt concerning us, without any thing, 
done on us, or 1n us, or by us; which cannot be ſaid - of 
the other, for in it, and indeed in order to the effefting it, f 
Chriſt lays hold on us. Moreover, the one, I mean that 
which I call /zza! Vn1on 1s reciprocal or mutual, in it not 
only we are in Chriſt, but he 1s alſo in us, Foh. 14. 20. and 

I5. 4. and. 17. 23. Colo}. 2.7. Inthis Union there is a 
mutual in-being between Chriſt and Believers. But that 
other Union, which I catled Unoz iz Law, 1s not in like 
manner mutual ;. for though we are ſaid to be zz Chriſt be. 
cauſe of that publick capacity and common relation to- 
'us all that he ſtands in, yet till the Y7zal Union between, 

» Chriſt and us 1s.effected, it cannot be ſaid that he is iz zs. 
And laſtly theſe two. Unions ſtand attected one, to another 
as caule and effett. The former, namely that which I call. 
Union iz L aw between Chriſt and us 1s the cauſe of the. 
latter, namely of our being brought into that Yztal Vgron 
to him. And hence the former is.the rule and meaſure. of 
the latter, the latter is extended to all thoſe, and to thoſe 
only who are compriſed within the former, and it is in the. 
vertue and cauſal efficacy of the former that the latter is 
brought about and accompliſhed, 

6. Of this latter, viz. Vital Union between Chriſt and us, 
Faith is. the means 04 our fige. Hence appears a turther. 
reaſon why it may well be called a Vital Union ; Both be-. 
cauſe 1n its effecting there is a vital touch, as. ] may fay, be- 
tween Chriſt andus, and a claſping each on other ; and al- 
{q becauſe by, and in. this Union. unto, Chriſt, we. are 
brought. immediately into a ſtate of Spiritual Life:, firſt re- 
lative in Juſtificationand Adeption:,..and then and: there-. 


. 
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upon qualitative or transformative in SanEtification and 
Comfort, which: are Glory begun, and ſhall be perfe&ted- 


hereafter. Hence it -is ithat ſome Divines (and thoſe no 
mean ones for- Spiritual Light and Judgment,) make Faith 


to be attus medii ut fimus in vivis, rather than aus vite qus 
. in vivis jam conftituti vivima', the means and way of our 
being made Spiritually alive, rather than our aQting Life as: 


being already brought into a ſtate of Lite. As the Bodies 
cloſing with, and claſping hold on the Soul by the animal 


Spirits, which are corporeal things, 1s rather the means of 


Natural Life, than an Act of Lite it ſelf... And the No- 


tion ſeems to be countenanced by the Scripture, which 


makes believing one thing, and Life another , and Faith 


the means of Lite. See Job. 5. 40. and 6. 53; 54, 57. and. 


20. 31. and Rom. 1. 17. However this is plain- and cer- 
tain that he who-hath the- Son hath Life, and he that hath not 


the Son, hath not Life , 1 Joh. 5.12. and that we in our 


believing do receive Chriſt, Joh. r. 12. Faith being our 
cloſing with him 1n that conjugal Covenant; and Relation: 
inawhich we are and ſtand vitally united to him. 

7. 1t being the proper uſe of Faith to be the means of Uni-. 
ting us thus nnto Chriſt, and its proper Natare to reft upon 
Chriſt for all, and to receive all from Chriſt, the-Crown of all 
7s hereby ſet upon the-head of Chrift, and to flouriſh: there- for 
ever, And thus you ſee how the grand original deſign of: 


God to bring in a Revenue ct fingular Honour, and Praile, . 


and Glory unto his. Son Chriſt., 1s in this- way brought 
about, accompliſhed and fulfilled. For, this Righteou'-. 


neſs of Chriſt being upon - us through Faith, 1t- glortfies. 


Chriſt in that-he 1s made all unto us in our acceptance with- 
God as righteous to Eternal Life. And indeed Faith is- 
ſuch a Grace, as that there is-1n its- Nature a: ſingular ap- 


- titude and fitneſs to (give Glory unto Chriſt, This will. 


be:made apparent by conſidering theſe two things: 


1... Faith : 


EE 

11, Faith is a going out of onr ſelves unto Chriſt for all. 
It is a going out of our ſelves as. Indigent, miſerable, and 
periſhing. And to whom do we in believing'go, but un- 
to Chriſt? Faith therefore gives him the Glory of having 
in him a fulneſs of ſuifable ſufficiency for Sianers in our 
guilty, ruined Condition. And what do we go to him 
for ? It is for all that we need. Being guilty and under 
Condemnation, we go to him for Righteouſneſs unto Ju- 
ſification of Life, and: thence Faith 1s ſaid to be in his 
Blood, Row. 3. 25. Being utterly without ſtrength, and 
dead in fins, wego to him for ſtrength, 1/a. 45. 24. Be- 
ing trail and mutable as Creatures, and having unſteadfaſt, 
treacherous hearts as Sinners, we go to him for Everla- 
ſting Righteouſneſs, and for eſtabliſhment in himſelf by an: 
unchangeable Ordinance , and conſtant never-failing in- 
fluences, that is, in one word, for Eternal Life. Thus as 
the Son of God is in himſelt a Perſon of infinitely higher 
Excellency than the fr/# Adam, anda better Head unto all 
| his Seed than the firſt Adam was : So Faith acknowledgeth 

him to be an Head far better than Adam beyond all com- 
pariſon, and gives him the Glory of it accordingly. 

2. Faith is a prime and principal part of our being confor- 
medto the image of the Son of God, Suppoſe that the prin- 
ciple of Grace begotten and created in us in Regeneration 
do contain in it tize habit of Faith (which T will not now 
call in queſtion nor determine) yet this 1s manifeſt, that 

- in our ating Faith we cannot ſo well and congruouſly be 

aid to a&t like God, as to att like Chriſt. For God never 
acted Faith, but Chriſt did, Heb. 2. 13. and was ſo open 
and frequent in. the profeſſion of it, that his Adverſaries 
took notice of it, P/al. 22, 7, 8. He owned and profeſſed 
that he lived by the Father, as we by Faith do live by 
him, Joh. 6.57. Though he be God by Nature and. of 
himfelt, yet as Mediator he lives by the Father ,- and the 


Humane 
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Humane Nature of Chriſt lives and ſubſiſts in the ſecond' 
Perſon, leaning on the Eternal Deity of the Son of God, it 

hath its ſubſiſtence in the boſom of the Godhead. We in 
believing do herein imitate Chriſt after our manner and 
meaſure, 2nd according to that unmeaſurable diſtance and . 
diſproportion that is between him and us. We lean and 

live on Chriſt, and fetch all from him and from God 
through him. But he1s the firſt Pattern and Original Co- 

py of believing; both becaute he lived a Lite of Faith, and 
becauſe the Humane Nature of Chriſt leans on the God- 

head in the Son, and hath the Eterna! Power of the Deity 
claſping about it, and holding it in that Union. Afﬀter. 
ſomewhat of a fimilitudinary way, though with great: 
difimilitude and diſparity do. we by Faith lean and live. 

upon Chriſt, and on God in and through kim, the Eters- 

nal Power-of the Godhead in Chriſt {and not ſo much the: 
ſtrength of any created principle of Grace in us) holding 

our. hearts unto him, and cauſing them for ever. to-l1 e. 
vpon- him, 


USE 1.. Here we.may ſee the certain perpetuity of a Belie- 
vers State, and the ground thereof, The Righteouſneſs of: 
Chriſt is upon him through Faith. . His Eſtate therefore is. 
not, cannout: -be, undecided, and in ſuſpenſe. They.who: 
deny or conſider not that this Righteouſneſs. of Chriſt 1s: 
through Fairh-upon all that believe, and ' look only. to the - 
talfencſs and'{lipperineſs of our hearts, and-either 1magin 
forme other way. then-through Faith for its being up-- 
on us, or hold that we ftand not 1n 1t, but in our own Obe- 
dience. or Faith, as our. Righteouſneſs before: God ; . it- 1s: 
no maryel. if they be for Believers falling away from - 
Grace. 'Their Darkneſs and: Error in-thole other great 
Principles of the Goſpel naturally. leads and - betrays them: 
to.this uncomfortable, uneyangelical , and. NE BEST: 
allo,, 
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allo, that -a Believers State is in ſuſpenſe and undecided. 
But *tis a plain caſe, They upon whom the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt 1s, they are not in a State of ſuſpenſe, their State 
1s not undecided : But ſoit is with all that believe. Tr is 
true indeed, if Relievers ſtood in their own Obedience, and 
 1n their perſevering therein, ſo as to have their State-de- 
pend on them, 1t might well be uncertain, and muſt be in 
{uſpenſe and undecided till their laſt, breath. But their 
continuance in Obedience, and the not failing of their 
Faith, is one of the Priviledges of their Eſtate , and the 
Effect or Fruit of their having this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
upon them, and not the means or cauſe thereof. But it 
may be you will ask, 1f it be not in ſuſpenſe and undeci- 
ded, where is 1t decided ? I anſwer ; It is not always deci- 
ded 1n their own Conſciences, they may poſſibly be in the 
dark about it, and wofully toſſed with weary fluctuations 
between hope and fear concerning their own Eftate. Nei- 
ther do I mean that it is decided before Men.The work and 
walk of a true Believer may poſſibly under the prevailing 
of Corruption and Temptation, and under Gods Dereli- 
Ction, be ſuch as to make him look in the Eyes of Men 
like a graceleſs Caſt-away. Nor is it ſo publickly and fo 
tolemanly decided before all the World of Men and Angels, 
as it ſhall be at the great Day. But yet decided it is, and 
put out of ſuſpenſe. Where? In the Court of Heaven, 
where God fits as a Judge paſſing Sentence concerning the 
Spiritual Eftate of all Men, I mean his word, his written 
word, that*s the Court of Heaven, there are Men condem- 
ned, and there they are juſtifyed, in the word God ſits as a 
Judge , pronouncing and paſling Sentence concerning 
Mens Eſtates. 'There he pronounceth a Sentence of Con- 
demnation- upon all that are out of Chriſt, 2nd there he 
pronounceth a Sentence of Juſtification unto ail, and upon 


all that are in Chriſt þy Faith. This I mean by the Court - 
of 
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of Heaven. We: ſhould.take heed im this: miatter 'of:ha+ 
ving our thoughts vaniſh into Airy Speculations and Ima- 
ginations of I know not what Voices and Proclamations 
made in Heaven in the hearing of Saints and Angels, juſt 
as there is here on Earth among Men, when Perſons ar- 
raigned are acquitted. The Scripture tells us not of any 
{ſuch thing, though it tells us indeed there is Joy 1n Heaven 
over a Sinner that repents , and though it be made known 
to Angels when the Eſtate of an Elect here below 1s chan- 
ged, yet this is not Gods juſtifying of him, but his revea- 
| ling to them his being juſtified, Gods juſtifying us is 1n 
and by his word ; what the Word ſpeaks God ſpeaks, 
and there is the Eſtate of every one that believes in Chriſt 
put out of ſuſpenſe for ever, and immutably and eternally - 
decided. Forthere 1s an Unchangeable, Everlaſting Con- 
ſtitution, that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is and ſhall be 
upon every one that believeth in him. Now he with 
whom God is immutably and everlaitingly well-pleaſed his 
State certainly is not in ſuſpence and undecided. But ſo 
is God pleaſed in Chriſt with every one that is in him by 
Faith, for this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is unto and upon 
every Believer. | 
USE 2. This DoQtrine ſpeaks Convition nnto all that 
are in their Unbelief, You may here ſee, you ſhould here 
_ read that your Eftate is wretched and wotul; for the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is not upon you, it is only upon 
thoſe who do believe, and upon none elſe : And it 1s upon 
them through Faith ; but you are without Faith, and there- 
fore have not this Righteouſneſs'of Chriſt upon you. And 
if his Righteouſneſs be not upon you, the Wrath of 
God, and the Curſe of the Law, even of the violated 
| broken Law are upon you, Gal. 3 10. For if this Righte- 
- ouſneſs of Chriſt be not upon you, your Sins are upon FO 
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the guilt of them all is upon you. As it is faid of thoſe 
Tyrants and Terrors in the Land of the Living in their 
day, that they lay down in their Graves with their Tni- 
quities upon their Bones, Ezek. 32. 27. So it muſt be ſaid 
of you, and it ſhould be believed by you of your ſelves, 
that you walk up and down among the Living with all 
your Iniquities upon you; and it you dye 1n this Faithleſs 
Condition, your Souls ſhall go down to Hell with all the 
uncircumciſed and. wicked of the World, and the guilt of 
your Iniquities will be upon you tor ever and ever. And 
It 1s very tearful and overwhelming guilt that 1s upon you. 
For there is the guilt of innumerable actual fins of thy own 
perpetration, in Deed, in Word, in Thought ; and ſome 
of them are hainous and amazing :' Ask thy Conſcience 
elſe. * And there is upon thee moreover the guilt of a de- 
praved, defiled Nature by that exceeding ſinful fin which 
dwelleth 1n: thee, a fort of fin that hath a fulneſs of evil in 
it, and exceſſive madneſs of heart, Eccleſ. 9. 3. it hath in 
it Infidelity, and Atheiſme, and Blaſphemy, and Contempt 
of God, and Enmity againſt him ; and allo all the flagi- 
tious atrocious wickedneſs againſt the ſecond Fable that 
ever was committed by any of the Children of Men ; and 
moreover all that audaciouſnelſs and- outrage which ever 
broke forth in any of the Sons of Belial 1n their ſinning, 
Such an one art thou in thy Heart and Nature before God, 
and therefore in his judgment {and his judgment is accor- 
ding to truth ) guilty before him - concerning all theſe 
things, though perhaps thou haſt never felt many of them 


ſtirring in thy boſom. And moreover there is upon thee | 


the guilt of thy firſt Fathers ſinning and diſobedience ; 


when he turned Rebel againſt God, thou waſt involved in. 


that woful deed of his,and guilt and condemnation is upon 


thee thereby, Roz, 5. 18, 19. and from that fin of thy firtt 
Father thou canſt never be diſcharged and juſtified, onles 
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this Rightcouſneſs-of Chriſt be up8n1e#6! Arowgtt" Fit, 
Tſa. 43. 27. And lafily, over oatonith Bed eb, 
f difobeying 


theſe ſins, there is alſo upon thee the guilt 
the Goſpel in refuſing and defpiſingthis Righteouſhels of 
Chriſt tender*d and brought near unto?Xthee; 'wheny thiok 
art in ſuch a loſt, and periſhing, 'atid fortorhe Condition 


& 


| Andverily this is an heavy and an overwhelming guilt ſu- 
peradded untoall the reſt. 'You ſhould take in Convictions 


of your condemned Condition, and that the Wrath'of God 
abideth on you, and will do ſo as long as' your continue tn 
unbelief. Do not flatter. your ſelves and delude your own 
Conſciences, by ſaying, T have mourned, andT have wept 
bitterly for my ſins, and over my poor Soul-, and T have 
left them, and amended and: reformed my: Life, and- I 
thank God I walk ſo and ſo, blameleſly and exem- 
plarily. Beit ſo, yet let me put theſe two Demands to 
thy Conſcience. 1. Are theſe things the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt? And 2. Are they Faith'? TF they be +not the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, they can never juſtifie (thee from 


any the leaſt fin: And if they be not Faith, the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt will never be upon thee by or | thorow 


them. The Scripture no where faith that the: Righteouſl- 


neſs of Chriſt is upon vs through our repenting, / nor yet 
through our amending and reforming ; no, nor through 
any works of Righteouſneſs and Obedience' that we have 
done or can do. Noghis 1s the Priviledge , Prerogative, 
and peculiar Office of Faith. True it is, theſe things are 
thy bounden Duties, God' will damn thee for negleCting 
them : But yet as true and as certain it is, that they neither 


are the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor will they intitle 


thee to it, and intereſt thee in it. Know therefore that 
though thou could{t mourn Rivers of Tears, or Seas of 
Blood, though thou couldſt amend thy Life , and reform 
thy way, and thy heart too, ſo as never more to fin, and 
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though for the time-paſt of thy Life thou hadſi, and for all 
the time.to come thouldft live like a Saint dropt down from 
Heaven, and-walk up and down in the World like an 
Angel in fleſh, {hine,:and ſparkle, and glitter among the 
Sons ofi God, , yet. as all this 4s not the NES of 
Chriſt, ſo neither would the' Righteouſneſs of Chriſt be 
upon thee through all theſe things, for they are not Faith. 
Thou art therefore in a ſtate of Condemnation, and the 
Wrath of God abides upon thee, and will do ſo as long as 
thou continueſt without Faith. 

USE 3. This DoQtrine ſpeaks earneſt exhortatioz to get 
Faith, to believe. And it ſpeaks to you all, one and other, 
for you all ſtand in need of this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
be upon you; the very leaſt ſinner among you all, as well 
as the greateſt. As the Apoſtle Pax! ſometime ſaid to Peter, 
Gal. 2.15,16, We who are Jews by Nature, and not ſinners of 
the Gentiles, knowing thata man # not juſtified by the works of 
the Law, but by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even we have be- 
lieved in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the faith 
of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law : for by the w.rks of 
the law ſball no fleſh be juſtified : So I ſay to you that are 
not ſuch grievous and atrocious ſinners-as ſome others are, 
you as well as the greateſt Sinners muſt believe in - Jeſus 
Chriſt that you may be juſtified, And much more you 
whoſe own Conſciences neither do nor can make any 
other judgment of you, but that you are among the ve- 
ry chief of Sinners, Sinners before the Lord exceedingly, 
O do you get Faith , See that you believe. For 1n this 
way 1t will come to paſs that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
ſhall be upon you, and in no way , by no means, unleſs 
you believe. You may try other courſes, you may gad 
about to change your way from foul to clean, from care- 
leſs and looſe and prophane, to ſtrit, and ſerious, and 
circumſpect, but though you waſh you with Nitre , 
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and take: you much Soap,” yet. your Iniquities will ſtand 
marked before the Lord, your guilt, the guilt of all your 
fins will {til] be upon you. You may al up the practiſe 
of Duties and abound. therein, you may attain much light 
in Spiritual things, and become Eminent in Gifts: You 
may walk blameleſly in the Eye of the World, you may 
live in the fellowſhip of Saints; and in the obſervance of 
the Ordinances of God in the pureſt way of their Admini- 
ſtration upon earth, and yet be without this Righteouſneſs 
o: Chriſt upon you ; For theſe are not Faith. It is there- 
tore a prepoſterous courle to begin with taking up of Du- 
ties without looking after Faith ; nay, it is an errour in the 
Foundation, and a building on the Sand : All your buil- 
ding of Duties, and Profeſſion, and Hopes will fl down, 
and the fall thereof will be great and fearful. Yet I fear 
it is the overſight and errour of many Profeſſors among 
us at this day, bur it 1s a fatal and Soul-ruining one. 
My advice and Exhortation to you therefore 1s, that what- 
ever you do in the concernments of your Souls look to 1t 
that you believe. Whatever you neglect, neglect not 
getting Faith : Yea look to it in the firſt place. Thus 
your Teachers ſhould inſtruct and lead you: This 1s the 
Apoſtles direction unto Titzs, that he ſhould teach them 
that have believed, to be careful to maintain , or to excel 
in good works, Tit. 3. 8. not to teach and preſs Sinners 
in their unbelief to fall to doing good works firſt, and. over- 
look believing hs 4 or to Vdore it after them. And 
thus you ſhoald prattiſe, elſe you labour 1n the fire , and 
weary your ſelves in very vanity,for all your pain,and toil, 
and doing will not bring it about that the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt ſhall be upon you, for they are not Faith. But 
\ through Faith that Righteouſneſs will be upon you , 
and being upon you, it will produce good works, and 
both your Works and your Perſons þe accepted, your 222 
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fons-firſt, and then your Works. . Andifyou believe, this 
| Righteouſneſs ſhall certainly be upon you; and you ſhall 
be accepted and made Righteous in it, how many, or how 
heinous ſoever your ſins have been, or how great ſoever 
and amazing to your Conſciences your guilt be; For it is 
through Faith, and nct through works of Obedience that 
it is untoall, and upon all without difference who do be- 
lieve. Therefore look to it that you. do indeed believe, 
look to it that: your Faith be the Faith of God's EleQ. 


Uſe 4. This Doctrine ſpeaks 70 Believers, and to you it 
ſhows how you ſhould live and walk before God, ſo as to pleaſe, 
injoy and glorifie him. 1 will inſtance in three things. 

I, You ſhould: walk holily in all new Obedience. If you 
be redeemed and delivered from Condemnation and Death 
(as verily you are it this Righteouſneſs be upon you) it is 
that you might ſerve the Lord w:thoat fear, ſlaviſh legal 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs.19 all the Duties required 
both in the Firſt and Second Table of the Law, and that 
before him 1n ſincerity and uprightneſs of Heart, as in his 
ſight ; and all this not in a fit only, or for a while, but a// 
the days:of your lives, Lake 1. 74, 75. This Love, this 
. Grace of Chriſt, ſhould conſtrain you and make you thus 
_. Judge, That if one ayea for all, then thoſe all have dyed, 
namely unto ſin; and he ayed that they which live ſhould 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him who dyed 
for them and roſe again for their Juſtification, and that they 
might riſe unto newnels of life, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15, Thus 
| the Apoltle Peter alſo argues, preſſing 1t upon Believers 
to be holy in all manner of converſation, even as. he who hath 
called you: # holy : And the ground upon which he inforceth 
It is this, becauſe they are redeemed with the precious 
Blood at 'Chriſt, See 1 Pez. 1. 14, 15,16, 18, 19. 


2. Tou 


(71) 

2. You ſhould walk humbly alſo as well as holily, This 
God doth require, Mic. 6. 8. for you ſtand accepted, not 
. In your ſelves, nor in any Works of Righteouſneſs that 


you have done, but wholly in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


that is upon you through Faith. "Therefore when you 
have done all, and attained to the utmoſt, you ſhould 


ſtill be humble, and fay you are unprofitable ſervants ; 
Luke 179, 10, For all your obedience and conformity to 


the Law avails no more to juſtifie you than your worſt 
fins do ; and you ſhould look on your beft performances 
and your worft {ins even with the ſame eye in the buſineſs 


of Juſtification. Believers do own that all their beſt 


Righteouſneſs is as to their Jultihcation but as filthy rags, 
Iſa. 64. 6. and true Converts have the like, and can 
have no worſe thoughts of their worſt fins, T1/a. 50. 22. 
Labour you ſhould and abound in the work of the Lord ; 
not to work out a Righteouſneſs to ſtand juſtified in be- 
fore God : No, God forbid {ſuch a thought ſhould ever be 


entertained by any Believer. I do not think the Saints 


in Heaven would be willing to exchange and put off the 
. Robe of Chriſts Righteouſneſs to ſtand betore God for 


acceptance in that perfect and ſpotleſs Holineſs to which 


they have there attained. Much leſs ſhould uy Believer 


be willing to ſtand and continue in a juſtified eſtate by his 
own imperfect defeQtive and ſtained Obedience, Neither. 


indeed can I ſee how ſuch a frame of Heart can be con- 
fiſtent with true Faith. But obey you ſhould becauſe you 
have a Righteouſneſs upon you, in comparifon and. m 
competition wherewith the Righteouſneſs of Men and 


Angels is to be defpiſed. Obey therefore to the utmoſt, 
but look away from it when'you have ſo done. Obey, 
not to acquire or continue to your ſelves an intereſt in 
this Righteouſneſs, much leſs to be your Righteauſnefs 


before God, but that you may fhow torth the ty 1d 
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him who! hath called you into Fellowſhip with his Son 


Felus Chriſt. | 

3. Tou ſhould alſo walk comfortably aud rejoyſingly as well | 
as holily and humbly. For you are made accepted in the 
beloved. Standing in this Righteouſneſs, dba it upon 
you through Faith, you may, you ſhould rejoyſe and glo- 
ry, not in your ſelves on any performances of yours, or 
Graces inhering in you, but in the Lord in whom you 
have both Righteouſneſs and Strength : For the Lord 
hath ſworn that in him ſhould all the ſeed of 1/rae! be 
juſtified and glory ; 1/2. 45. 23, 24, 25. Having by 
Faith received the atonement, you may glory even 1n his 
preſence, of whom you are in Chriſt Jeſus, who is of 
God made unto you Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and San- 
Qtification and Redemption, and you made the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God 1n him, that he that gloryeth ſhould glory 
in the Lord. 


— —__r——_—Rr——_—_ 


POST-SCRIPT. 


"TT Here are two Paſſages in the foregoing Sermons which have 
been exclaimed againſt publickly and privately by one that 
heard them not : And I do believe he was angered by more than two. 
For he is one that makes union to Chriſt, our having this Righteoul- 
neſs upon us, and our eng juſtified by it to be given us in way of 
reward of ſomething done by us ; and he is the man that makes the 

| Rate of Believers to be undecided and in ſuſpenſe during this Life. 


Both which Errors are damning ; the former in its Nature and direct 


rendency ; the latter in its Grounds and Principles, And whether he 
do not in truth diſown the imputation of our Sins unto Chriſt, and of 
his Righteouſneſs unto us, it is like if he live the VVorld will fee 
more fully ; for he hath given ſuch pregnant indications thereof as do 
amount to at leaſt juſt cauſe of jealouſie. But touching theſe things 
he chought it beſt to keep filence, and to fix his nails where he thought 
he had better advantage. 


The 
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The one Point is, pag. 7. That the Incarnation of Chrift is no 
part of his Humiliation. As to the truth of it as there laid down, [ 
ſhall fay little more, knowing it cannot be overthrown. The whole 
ſtreſs of the matter lyes m thole two words, Incarnation and Humi- 
liation, how they are taken. If the former be taken largely, as com- 
priing Chriſts taking both our Nature and the common finlefs Frail- 
ties of it, together with his being in the form of a ſervant, and made 
under the Law, I know not why it ſhould be denyed to be a part of 
his Humiliation. But if it be taken ſtrictly for his dwelling in Fleſh, 
or Humane Nature, comprehending under it both the act of aſſump- 
tion and the relation or union ariſing and effected thereby between the 
Humane Nature ſo aſſumed, and the Perſon of the Son of God who 
did aſſume it ; neither the one nor the other of theſe, neither the act 
of aſſuming, nor the Union of the two Natures effected by it may be 
allowed to be any part of Chriſt's Humiliation. For Humiliation is. 
not in-this argument to be taken laxly and improperly for any thing 
which hath Goodneſs or Grace 1n it, as God's beholding things in 
Heaven and in Earth, is ſaid to be an humbling of himſelf, P/al. r13. 
6. So Chriſt might have been ſaid to humble himſelf, though he had 
never been Incarnate. But in this ſubject Humiliation ought to be 
taken preciſely, for that which is proper and peculiar to the ſecond. 
Perſon in the Trinity , which the Apoſtle calls his being i» the. 
form of a Servant, or rather his being made under the Law. Between 
which there may be conceived fome difference; for Chriſt is now in; 
his ſtate of Exaltation Gods Servant, but he 1s not now under the Law, 
as he was in the days of his Fleſh: and Frailty. And taking theſe 
words thus, it is far from being a ſingular conceit of mine , that the 
Incarnation of Chriſt is not a part of his humiliation. Mr. Bradſhaw 
not only faith expreſly, Chriſt's aſſuming the Humane Nature, can-. 
not properly be ſaid to be a part of his Humiliation , but gives his 
reaſon for it, of Juſtif. ch. 17. SefF. 7. and makes the ' itle of that 
Chapter to be this, Chriſt that he might take on him the guilt of (in, was 
made man : Whence it is evident that in his Judgment {which is alſo 
the current Judgment of .all Chriſtians) Chriſt's becoming Man was not 
the effect of the guilt of iin being on him, but the way of his becoming 
capable to have our guilt imputed to him. I ſuppoſe none will imagin 
that Chriſt had been in a ſtate of Humiliation if our guilt had not been 
upen him, Dr. Ames is as expreſs as expreſs can be to the ſame 

[. purpoſe. 


AN whe. 
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purpoſe. Marrow of Div.l. 1. 2% ea. 3,4. Mr. Norton againft © 


Pinchion, Part. 2. chap. 3. Þ, $95; ath theſe words , [ncarnation is 
not a Mediatorly or Office- Ad, but an Aft conſtituting the perſon cal'ed 
to that Office, Mr, Samuel Store (a Divine,of very exquilite judgment 
and acuteneſs, and one ſo far from being an A4ntizoman, that he 
wrote againſt ſome of their Tenets , as I gather from Mr. Baxters 
Script. Geſp. def, l. 1. p. 73.) hath theſe words, Prin. of Orac of 
God, part 1. ch.17 9.2. What is Chriſts humiliation ? An{w, The abaſe- 
ment of Chriſt, whereby he became ſubject to Divine Juſtice to ſatisfie 
for our offences, andto merit Life and Happineſs. This abaſement pre- 


ſuppoſeth his Incarnation and Unttion, His Ir.carnation 1s therefore n0 


part of his humiliation. And in his following explication he faith, 
The ſtate of abaſemert falls upon the Sen of God incarnate, his Ticarna- 
tlen 15 one part of his fitneſs to redeem, and hence the Son of God is 1n- 
carnate before his humiliation in order of Nature, being the ſubjett of 
humiliation, Hence the humiliation 1s aſcribed to the whole Perſon, 
Laſtly, fince the preaching of theſe Sermons, an underſtanding Perſon 
tells me that that eminent Servant of Chriſt now in glory, Mr, 7Jobz 


* Collins delivered the very ſame thing, and being taxed for ir by 


-one who would not receive {ſatisfaction from him, the matter was 
brought to Dr. Owen, who readily declared himſelf to concur in his 
judgment with Mr, Collins, It is true, Divines commonly fay Chriſt 
was humbled in his Conception. So beſides others, Mr. Alexander 
Richardſon, Ames, Stone, whoyet hold that his Incarnation was no 
part of his Humiliation, and that in good conſiſtency with themſelves, 
and with the Truth. For Chriſt's Incarnation is one thing, his Con- - 
ception'is another : By the one he became Man, by the other the Son 
of Man; the former implies only his participation of the Nature, the 
other together with the nature, the manner, and way of his partaking 
thereof ; though ſtill in Chriſt they did concur and co exiſt. Beſides 
there is a difference between ſaying Chrift humbled himſelf ;» his Con- 
ception, and ſaying his being conceived was part of his Humiliation. 
The former | readily aſſent to; for there. were many circumſtances of 
great abaſement attended not only his Birth, bur his very Conception. 
But as to the latter I would not ſo crudely affert it without ſome 
explication. For that the Virgin Mary conceived him, 1s agreed on 
:by all Chriſtians ; nor do I fee reaſon to difſent from that of Ames, 
Thatthe Humane Nature was really related to Mary as to its caule. 


4 
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But yet I do not remember that I have met with it in anyjudicious Writer, that 
Mary was a cauſe either of Chriſt's Incarnation, or of his Humiliation. And for my 
own part I would chuſe to refer Chriſts Conception (taken preciſely as abſtrated 
from all the afflitive or eclipfing circumſtances of it) to the things that made him 
allyed in blood to us, and fo a at Perfon to ſtand and a& as our Surety, rather 
than to his actual performing the work of Suretiſlip as antecedently ſtanding 
12 that relation unto us. For as I do not think the precept cf the Moral Law ob- 
ligeth us tobe conceived, nor that the curſe of it doth 1nflict it off us as a pu- 
nithment, ſo neither do I ſee that Chriſt's Conception was any part of his fulfilling 
that Law for us; either 1n the precept, or in the penalty of it. Nor dolI think ir 
any dangerous Herefie to hold that 1t 1s not imputed to us any more than that his 
Reſurrettion, Aſcenſion, and Interceffion are not. And yet whatever there was 
in Chriſt's Conception of his falfiling the Law either 1n the precept, or in the 
curſe of it, I do look -upon as a part of his Righteouſneſs which 1s imputed to 
uz. But though there were circumſtances of great abaſement in Chriſt's Concep- 
tion, yet I can by no means aflent to that which was again and again aſſerted at 
Pinners-Hall by him, who there oppoſed Chriit's Incarnation being no part of his 
Humiliation, namely, That the Son of God ws united t0 an Embrio. 1 do not herein 
tranſgreſs the Apoſtles rule, 1 77m. 5. 19. I have ſeen the Notes of that Sermon 
2 taken by two Perſons, and have had this atteſted by at leaſt twice too. An Embrio 
Ls 15 an unformed unorganized mals or lump, not a perf:& 'Humane Nature. To 
'Y © Cay that the SOn of God did aſſume, or was united to ſucha thing as an Embrio is a 
- piece of Ignorant Blaſphemy. But alas, whither will the heat of oppoſition 
carry Nen. That the Engliſh Reader may not think I am fingular herein, he imay 

' look into Mr. Nortons, Ortho. Evanz. ch. 3. þ. 39. | 
But what is the reaſon why Chriſt's Incarnation muſt needs be made a part ofhis 
humiliation? Tſufpett there 1s a ſccret at the bottom of this matter. I doubt he 
diſcerns that if Chriſt's Incarnation be taken up and admitted to be a part of his 
humiliation, it puts an Engine into his hand to overthrow the imputation of 
Chriſt's humiliation unto us; For it one part ot it be not imputed, it's cate infer- 
ring, the reſt is not. And it 1s no difficult task to evince that the Incarnation of 
Chriſt is not imputed ta us.. But for that very reaſon I did, and ſtill do judge 
it neceſſary to be ſo expreſs 1n diſtinguiſhing between Chriſt's Incarnation and 

his Humiliation, and to declare the former not to be a part of the latter. 
| The other point deeply retlefted on, is paz. 22, 23, 24, 25. That Believers are 
A as Rightewus as Chriſt ss, as he is their Surety. I heard it, and took it in firft many 
Years agoe in a Sermomn-from that Reverend Man of God, my Honoured Father 
in Law, Mr. Wiliam Ben of Dorcheſter, a Man ſo ſhining in Holineſs, ſo excelling 
1a clearneſs of Goſpel-Light, and ſo abounding in Solid , Spiritual, Praftical, 
Scriptural Notions, that I have not known many that have gone beyond him, few 
that equalled him. I have fince conſidered, all that I have met with againff 
it in Papiſts, Socinians, and their Followers: And am and was well aware that 
ſome Learne&Men ſeem to decline owning it, but 'tis only in the fenſe.1n which 
their Adverſaries mean it, and would infer it. Others ſeem to own it with 
certain limitations and explications. I no way doubt, but that, as by megleli- 
yered, it will be found a Truth that will abide inſtreagth, and firmneſs, when all 
 ___- the Papiſts, Socinians, and Semiſocinianson Earth have broken their Teeth upon 
" it. And this I ſay with an eye, particularly to his Diſcourſes who ſo publickly 
» | = ZN quarrelled 


% Ae 


"quireelled: at it, in which by-the aceount Thad of them T cond” find nothing Ne 
tobe taken notice of. Tt-is an eaſie thing to quote many that. tax- it" as"  , 
andblaſphemy to ſay Believers are equal with Chrift,but they muſt be underſtood 
in a limited ſenſe, and 'as meaning ſuch an equality as interferes with-Chriſt's 
Headſhip, and with his having-the pre-eminence in all things. - For*ggkeii-abſo.. 
lutely, and in all reſpedts it will-not hold; Believers are Men cqually-with Chriſt, 
and they are juſtified from their fin equally with Chrift, for they are perfe&ly: ju- 
ſtihed, and perfeftly- freed from the revenging Wrath of God in this. Life, and - 
from Condemnation. Mr: Bradſhaw though he be not for ſich an imputation of 

- Chriſt's Righteouineſs,* as. others are', who are not Antinomians , as + Dr. Owen, 
Dr, Facomb, Mr. Ant. Burgeſs; yet ſaith, God doth not only forgive to Perſons juſtified all 
- their- ſms, but doth alſo; 'even-jn-like *manner eſteem them themſehues, und accounts 
 them- tn the ſame place as if they were altogether free from all manner -of ſin both of 
commiſſion and omiſſion: Perinde eſlimat eodemque loco habet, What would this difſa- 
_ YifietPerfon haveſaid, if I had affirmed that we have a whole and unnamed richte- 
 \,- onſneſs, againſtwhichGod'rn his moſtexat juſtice cannot proceed*; no more*thian he can calf 
his owh Soto a fecohal Death; or not accept his face, who 4s the *righteouſne{s*of-God . * 
himſelf ? 'Or if hadfaid, that Mary ander the Croſs was more juſt imputatively than 

Thriſt, which was alſo true of- every Believer then living, when Chriſt was - under the 

\atthal imputation"of Sin. And that God looking on Believers through Chriſt ſetth no 

more. ſin (ſafely underſtord) than he ſeeth in-him. The former are the words of Re- 

werend Mr. Cartwright againſt the Rhemiſts on: Rom. 2. 13: and the latter of Mr; 

Norton, Orth.- Evan, ch. 14. pag. 324: IT-might-multiply*quotations to the fame - 

- Purpoſe, But to what.erd ? Ifear it is a diſlike and -heart-hatred of ſtanding juſti« 

+ hed m the Righteouſneſs of Chriſtimputedand m it only, that lyes' at the bot= - 
fm; mtheſe oppoſitions, - For the thing is evident in it elf (and*1 can hardly . 
think any man's ſoforfaken of common underſtandingas to deny+t) that if 'it be - 
the-ſame righteouſneſs in which Chriſt and we ſtand, - he andweare o far as that” 
_ righteouſneſs makes righteous,cqually righteous:If it be the ſame Tighteouſneſs that | 
.-.-, I$ypan himard upon us; 4t mult needs have the ſame effect as to making righte- 
=>. 7. Ols. ©. Eet it bedut -olnedand*believed that 1t 1s Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, * and not 
£2 * pur own; either Fanth'of Sther*Graces; or Obedience that ' we ſtand Juſtified in 
> » btbr© God; and whatF Have delivered muſtbe owned, and 5s fo, whether Men- 
ſee 1t or 'not.** But if Chrift's Righteouſneſs be not-upon us, if that be not the on 
RR en ſnefin which:weſtard juſtified ; it is then abſurd and monſtrous and 
- blaſphemous,” or whatever:men that like not ſtanding in the Righteouſneſs of 
. Chriſtpleaſe to'call it} . toTay that tmputatively we ite 45 righte 
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\ righteous as our Surety. - > 10 © I NGLI, DIY Fee oa, | 
._ © Tt"may. be” that: ſome or other who do believe theſe things:fo be* bleſſed and + 
_- glorious Truths” may think ithad-.been better not- to. have ſpoken- them out. F-- . 
muſt-crave teave im this to diſſent from them , T do'nof think that in ſuch a Subs 
ict . we ſhould at fuch a' time” be 'mealy-mouthed.”.* Had Luther, Zuingliue, 
Catvin,: Zanchy,” and others vf the” firſt Rormers bein: as faint-and complying 
in their expreffions, as ſome very: great” and good mew then-were 3 andas Foter 
Martyr himſelf for orice, the precious truths of God had been greatly. - 
oticored, aud 'the* Light thercof-dot propagated "down to- us, as-it-is atzthib 
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